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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF DRIFFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Date:  05 May 2026 
Time:  19.00 
Venue:  Council Chamber, The Community Centre, Driffield.   
 
Chair:  Cllr A Newall 
Vice Chair: Cllr T Watson 
 
Present: Councillors F Smith, A Newall, G Helliwell, J Weaver, D Goodlad, B Smith, S Fletcher, 

S Starrett, T Watson, C Bekker, P Rounding, C Harrison, Clerk M Brown, and Deputy 
Clerk P Danby 

 
1 member of the public, 2 members from the Town Centre Steering Group (TSCG) 
and a member of the press were also present.  

  
Risk Assessment & Recording of Meeting 
 
Members from the TCSG gave information on the forthcoming Bike Night event and 
took questions from the council relating to the road closure detail from Cllr Goodlad 
which were answered positively. Cllr Rounding said he felt the event would be good 
for the town. 
 
Cllr F Smith thanked the Council and office staff for their support during his time as 
Mayor. Thanks were also made to Cllr Newall in his position as deputy Mayor for 
stepping in to support on Mayoral events when required.  

   
001/26  Election of Chair (Mayor) 
    

Cllr A Newall proposed himself, and this was seconded by Cllr Watson and was duly 
elected Mayor/Chair with all in favour.  
 
Cllr Newall thanked the council for their support and stated his chosen charity for 
the year would be the Love Driffield Foodbank. 
 

002/26  Execution of the Mayor’s Declaration of Office  
 

This was completed and signed. 
 

003/26  Election of the Vice Chair (Deputy Mayor) 
 

Cllr Watson was proposed by Cllr Helliwell, and seconded by Cllr F Smith, whilst Cllr 
Blakeston was proposed by Cllr B Smith and seconded by Cllr Bekker. 
 
A vote was taken with Cllr Blakeston receiving 4 votes and Cllr Watson receiving 8 
votes. 
 
Cllr Watson was duly elected Vice Chair. 
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004/26  Apologies for absence: 
 
  Cllrs W Strath, M Strath, M Rogers and M Blakeston. 
 
005/26  Declarations of Interest: 
 

None 
 
006/26  Registration of Gifts or Hospitality: 
 

Cllr F Smith received chocolates and flowers for attending the opening of a new 
garage. 
 

007/26  Resolution of Monthly Meetings of the Town Council 
 

It was proposed by Cllr Newall for the town council to meet on the first Tuesday of 
the month at 7.00pm with the exception of August. This was seconded by Cllr B 
Smith and AGREED with all in favour. 
 

008/26 Resolution for the formation of Standing Committees – the number of each 
Standing Committee is in brackets – The Mayor is Ex Officio member of 
committees a-c & e 

 
Council resolved the formation of standing committees with the following 
membership: 
 
(a) Environment and Planning Committee (maximum of 8) 
 
 Cllr Watson 
 Cllr Goodlad 
 Cllr B Smith 
 Cllr F Smith 
 Cllr Bekker 
 Cllr Newall 
 2 positions were not filled 
 
(b) Events and Markets Committee (maximum of 8) 
 
 Cllr Watson 
 Cllr Helliwell 
 Cllr J Weaver 
 Cllr Fletcher 
 Cllr Bekker 
 Cllr W Strath 
 Cllr M Strath 
 Cllr A Newall 
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(c) Property and Asset Committee (maximum of 8) 
 
 Cllr Fletcher 
 Cllr F Smith 
 Cllr Harrison 
 Cllr Bekker 
 Cllr Rounding 
 Cllr B Smith 
 Cllr A Newall 
 1 position was not filled 
 
(d)  Personnel Committee (maximum of 4 not including the Mayor) 
 

Cllrs Goodlad, Bekker, B Smith, F Smith, and Rounding all put themselves 
forward for this committee.  
 
As only 4 places are available, a vote was held on forming the committee 
with Cllr Bekker receiving 10 votes, Cllr Goodlad 12 votes, Cllr Rounding 8 
votes, Cllr B Smith 6 votes and Cllr F Smith 7 votes. 
 
Based on the result, the committee will be made up as follows. 
 
Cllr Bekker 
Cllr Goodlad 
Cllr Rounding 
Cllr F Smith 
 

(e) Appeals Committee (maximum of 4 – no members of Personnel committee)  
 
Cllr Fletcher 
Cllr Helliwell 
Cllr Newall 
Cllr Weaver 
 

009/26 Resolution for appointment of councillors to the Working Groups that may arise 
over the council year 
 
This was proposed by Cllr Newall, seconded by Cllr Fletcher and AGREED with all in 
favour. 
 

010/26 To appoint delegates 
 
Council resolved to appoint delegates with the following membership: 
 
A – ERNLLCA      Cllr F Smith 
       Cllr A Newall 
 
B – Community Centre Management Committee Cllr Rounding 
       Vacancy 
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C – Yorkshire Coast Community Rail Partnership  Vacancy 
       Vacancy 
 
D – Driffield Youth Action    Cllr Harrison 
       Cllr Helliwell 
 
E – Driffield Neighbourhood Health Partnership  Cllr F Smith 
       Vacancy 
 

011/26 To appoint the Responsible Financial Officer 
 
Cllr Newall proposed the clerk, Matthew Brown to continue as RFO. This was 
seconded by Cllr Helliwell and AGREED with all in favour. 
 

012/26 To appoint four members of the Town Council to be authorised to sign cheques on 
the Councils behalf and to agree 2 signatures are required to validate cheques and 
online payments 

 
 The clerk explained that communicating with banks was getting more challenging 

and took considerable time out of the working day. Taking this into consideration, 
Cllr F Smith proposed that the current signatories of Cllr F Smith, Cllr Bekker, Cllr B 
Smith and Cllr Newall remain. This was seconded by Cllr Goodlad and AGREED with 
all in favour. 
 

013/26 Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations of the Town Council Minutes  
        7 April 2026 
 
 None. 

 
014/26 Adoption of the Town Council Minutes of 7 April 2026 
 
 The minutes were proposed by Cllr Newall, seconded by Cllr F Smith and were 

adopted with all in favour. 
 

015/26 Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations of the Annual Parish Meeting 
Minutes of 7 April 2026  

 
 None. 

 
016/26 Adoption of the Annual Parish Meeting Minutes of 7 April 2026  
 
 The minutes were proposed by Cllr Newall, seconded by Cllr F Smith and were 

adopted with all in favour. 
 

017/26  Clerks update 
    

ANZAC day on Saturday 25 April was well supported and included visitors from as far 
afield as Australia. 

 
The clerk thanked all those who volunteered at the Classic Car Sunday on the 26 
April and stated it was a superb event that was well supported by entrants and 



5 
 

members of the public. The addition of refreshments was very well received. The 
good weather certainly helped with the strong turnout.  

 
The collapsing wall at the end of Cranwell Road has been reported to the owners 
who are in the process of dealing with it. 

 
The new car park on Exchange Street has been challenging since it opened. The 
intervention of our 3 ward members who have had meetings, radio interviews, 
Facebook posts and site visits have gained agreement for the market traders to park 
in the bottom section of the Beckside car park and hopefully this will be on a 
permanent basis. Other aspects have either been, or are being sorted. 

 
Sadly, the planning meeting on Tuesday 28 April did not go ahead as it was not 
quorate. The clerk reminded councillors to please consider their availability before 
putting themselves forward for committees. 

 
It has been suggested that agendas should be emailed out as Outlook 
“appointments”. This would mean they would populate that users calendar. 
However, it was noted that on “accepting” that appointment the email disappears 
as its now in the calendar and this could cause confusion for some. The clerk stated 
that meetings happen on the 1st Tuesday and Wednesday, and 2nd Tuesday and 
Wednesday of every month, along with the 4th Tuesday. The specific days depend on 
specific committees. 
 

018/26 To consider a resolution to donate from the Grant Fund to The Town Centre 
Steering Group Bike Night event 
 
The clerk explained that there was £1500 remaining in the grant fund, but that funds 
were available in the small grant fund. Cllr B Smith proposed to allocate £500 from 
the small grant fund to the grant fund so that the requested £2000 could be 
donated. This was seconded by Cllr Bekker and AGREED with 10 in favour and 2 
abstentions. 
 

019/26 To consider a resolution to agree Risk Assessments: RA32 Lockington Train Crash 
Memorial, RA24 Summer Events (emailed) 
 
Cllr F Smith asked why such assessment RA32 was needed. The clerk explained that 
as the event was on ERYC land, one of their requirements was for a full risk 
assessment. It was also made clear that the amount of documentation for such 
events was only increasing. 
 
Cllr B Smith proposed to accept both documents, and this was seconded by Cllr 
Fletcher and AGREED with all in favour. 
 

020/26 To consider a resolution to agree a date for DTC Officers and Members to walk the 
length of Middle Street South, Market Place and Middle Street North to note 
improvements to the footpaths and Streetscene 
 
Cllr Watson expressed concern over the amount of dog mess and rubbish that was 
seen around the town. He made it clear this was not a reflection on the hard work 
carried out by the Tidy Team, but more the minimal respect shown by certain 
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members of the public. Cllr Rounding also felt that cars parking on footways was 
contributing to pavements with damage from stationary tyres.  
 
Cllr F Smith proposed the date for the walk of Tuesday 26 May at 18.30 as this would 
follow the Environment and Planning meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Starrett 
and AGREED with all in favour. 
 

021/26 Highway Matters 

  Any highway issues 
 
 Cllr Watson felt speeding through the town centre was becoming an issue and asked 

if a Speed Indicator Device (SID) could be located in the centre. The deputy clerk 
explained that authorisation from ERYC would need to be granted prior and after the 
existing arranged locations had been used. A letter to ERYC will be sent requesting 
this.  

 
 Discussion then followed over “blue badge” parking. The clerk suggested this needed 

a specific agenda item, the wording of which would be finalised by Cllr Newall.  
 
022/26 Temporary closure of meeting for public discussion and comment 
 
  None.  
 
023/26 To note the Personnel Committee Minutes of 7 April 2026 
 

Noted. 
 
024/26 To note the Events and Market Committee Minutes of 1 April 2026 
 

Noted. 
 

025/26  To note the Environment and Planning Committee Minutes of 14 April 2026 
 

Noted. 
 

026/26 To note the Property and Asset Committee Minutes of 8 April 2026 
 

Noted. 
 

027/26 To note the Environment and Planning Committee Minutes 28 April 2026 
 

Noted. 
 
028/26 To note the Responsible Financial Officers Report 
 

Noted. 
 
029/26 Delegates Reports 
                 
  None. 
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030/26 Date of next meeting: 
 

2 June 2026 at 7.00pm. 
 

031/26  Confidential Items – agree a resolution as to below: 

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted namely the 
consideration of commercially sensitive items, it is advisable in the public interest 
for the press and public to be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to 
withdraw. 

This was proposed by Cllr A Newall, seconded by Cllr F Smith, and AGREED with all in 
favour. 

032/26  To consider a resolution to agree the insurance premium for the 2026/27 

 
This was proposed by Cllr Fletcher to accept the premium quote from HI 
Commercial, seconded by Cllr B Smith and AGREED with all in favour. 
 

033/26 To consider a resolution to increase the 2026/27 training budget from general 
reserves 

 Cllr Rounding felt this needed to be done to ensure we remain compliant. To 
increase the budget by £3500 was proposed by Cllr Rounding, seconded by Cllr 
Weaver and AGREED with all in favour. 

034/26  To consider a resolution to purchase an additional vehicle from the options given 

 
The first option, local supplier Cherrys, was proposed by Cllr Bekker, seconded by 
Cllr Rounding and AGREED with 11 in favour and 1 against.  
 

035/26 To consider a resolution to purchase Christmas illuminated garland from the options 
given 
 
The 2nd option, local supplier Luminosity, was proposed by Cllr F Smith, seconded by 
Cllr Rounding and AGREED with all in favour.  
 

036/26 To consider a resolution to extend the provision of service of an existing local 
supplier to additional Council buildings 

 
Cllr Newall felt that a sanitary bin should be added to both loos in the office in 
addition to the loo in the meeting room as all are used by the public.  
 
From the options given, Cllr Bekker proposed the 3rd option, of FAB23, for the 
provision of sanitary bin collection to all Council buildings. This was seconded by Cllr 
Rounding and AGREED with all in favour. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.20pm 

 
Signed:……………………………………………….  Date:………………………………………………… 


