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MINUTES OF THE DRIFFIELD FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
07 April 2026
19.30

Council Chamber, The Community Centre, Driffield.

Cllr F Smith
Cllr A Newall

Councillors F Smith, M Blakeston, G Helliwell, ) Weaver, B Smith, S Fletcher, W Strath
M Strath, T Watson, C Bekker, D Goodlad, P Rounding, Clerk M Brown, and Deputy
Clerk P Danby

2 members of the Police, a member of the Press, a resident and 3 co-option
applicants were also in attendance

Risk Assessment & Recording of Meeting

Public Discussion and Comment (limited to 15 minutes or Chair’s discretion)
The Police reported that during March there had been 5 incidents of criminal
damage, 4 burglaries (3 of which were commercial burglaries), 1 drug offence, 5
public order offences, 6 shop thefts, 14 assaults, and 11 reports of anti social
behaviour.

Apologies for absence:

Clirs S Starrett, A Newall, and M Rogers

Declarations of Interest:

322/26 - ClIr Blakeston — non-pecuniary

Registration of Gifts or Hospitality:

None

Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations of the Extraordinary Full Town
Council Minutes of 3 March 2026

None

Adoption of the Extraordinary Full Town Council Minutes of 3 March 2026

The minutes were proposed by Clir F Smith, seconded by Clir Blakeston and AGREED
with 9 in favour and 3 abstentions.

South West Ward Councillor Co-option and signing of Acceptance of Office by
successful candidate

Of the 3 candidates each gave a brief presentation as to why they felt they should be
co-opted.
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Clir Helliwell proposed the Council moved to a closed session whilst discussion took
place. This was seconded by Clir F Smith and AGREED with 8 in favour, 1 against, and
3 abstentions.

After discussion, it was AGREED that Caroline Harrison be co-opted

The candidates were invited back into the chamber, and Clir F Smith thanked them
all.

Cllr Harrison then took her seat.

Clir Blakeston explained to all applicants that with elections being held next year,
the term until that point would be short.

Clerks update

The clerk reported that applications for Classic Car Sunday had seen considerable
interest with almost 60 of the spaces allocated and that applications close on the 16
April.

110 hanging baskets have now been ordered and the clerk thanked all those for
getting involved — especially with the current financial situation.

The mayors event was a success and very well attended.

The war in Iran is having an impact on our fuel and other costs, and we need to be
aware of that. Similarly, the clerk made everyone aware of TNUoS (Transmission
Network Use of Systems) fees which are new and not known at budget. The actual
cost of these are still not known — despite asking the energy suppliers.

Anzac Day will be held on the 25 April at Remembrance Gardens, and all Councillors
are able to attend.

It was also noted that the new car park off Exchange Street opens tomorrow (8
April) and the old Eastgate car park closes at midnight on the 7 April. This will place
additional pressure for parking within the town and locations for the market traders
to park will be reduced.

The clerk explained the office was now into year-end audit and working with both
the internal and external auditors.

To consider a resolution to write to the organisers of the 2026 Bike Night
expressing concern over the start and finishing times of the event

Clir Helliwell felt the closure times where over a duration that was too long and
would impact on businesses as parking will be affected. Cllr F Smith felt that as it
was not a Council event there was not much that the Council would be able to do.

Cllr M Strath said that as the organisers of the event, surely the Town Centre

Steering Group (TCSG) would have spoken to businesses to hear their views and
would have been debated.
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Cllr Rounding felt that events of these types should be welcomed as they will bring
trade into the town. ClIr Blakeston shared this view and thanked the TCSG for
putting it on.

After debate no one put the proposal forward, so it fell.

To consider a resolution to amend Financial Regulations 5.9 and elements of 5.15
to increase the allocated amounts

Clir Bekker proposed to increase the limits at 5.9, and the first part of 5.15 to £1500.
This was seconded by Clir Goodlad and AGREED with all in favour.

To consider a resolution that Driffield Town Council write to ERYC requesting that
on market day spaces are allocated free of charge in the East Riding Beckside car
park for the parking of vans associated with market traders to support the vitality
of our market

Clir Blakeston had concerns that the parking spaces in the new Exchange Street car
park where not large enough for traders. He said assurances had been given to him
that the spaces do meet the necessary standards — but CllIr Blakestons concerns lie on
the roadway widths and difficulty for turning manoeuvres

The original proposal to write was made by ClIr Blakeston, seconded by Clir Fletcher
and AGREED with all in favour.

To consider a resolution to agree to install CCTV at the South end of North End Park
- subject to a survey and successful grant application from the PCC.

Clir Blakeston informed the Council that the Police highlighted this area of concern at
the recently held ASB meetings and that a need for cameras had been identified.

Residents had also brought issues in this area to his attention.

The proposal was made by Clir Rounding, seconded by Clir Weaver and AGREED with
12 in favour and 1 abstention.

To note the Expression of Interest submitted for the Town of Culture 2028

The application was noted. Cllr Blakeston informed the council that Pocklington had
also applied and that Hornsea had pulled out.

Cllr W Strath commented that the submitted application was superb, and this was
shared by ClIr Goodlad.

To resolve to progress No. 43 Market Place as an Arts, Culture & Heritage Centre
Clir Blakeston said he had met with various clubs in the town and residents in the
town and that there was huge support for this type of venue in the town. He also

confirmed that it needs to be more than just an arts centre and something that evolves
over time. No. 43 is key to the Town of Culture bid.
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Clir Blakeston feels the next step would be to set up a Community Interest Company
(CIC) to run the No.43 development that would leave the Council as landlord.

ClIr Harrison felt that running classes at No.43 would suit the venue very well.

Clir Helliwell, whilst very pleased, noted she was surprised at the amount of support
for Town of Culture from businesses and artist organisations —and queried where they
have been since the original suggestion of No.43 being an arts centre when initially
purchased?

Clir Goodlad thought the report on No.43 was very thorough and thanked Clir
Blakeston for putting it together. Clir Goodlad accepts that if it goes as it should, it
would be of benefit but has concerns it could be a money pit.

Cllr W Strath is also sceptical, but of the options given feel what is proposed is its best
use.

Cllr Rounding fully supports the idea and feels it will be a great opportunity and that
a heritage centre would be a hit.

Cllr F Smith has concerns over what would happen if the centre failed.

Cllr B Smith reminded the council that it does not have to make money but must
provide a service.

Clir Blakeston suggests the next steps would be to await the outcome of the Town of
Culture application (or could just press forward with the initial plans regardless), then
hold a public meeting for interested people to step forward to create the CIC, then
develop a 3-year business plan.

Cllr Goodlad asked if a business case should come first before full commitment.

Clir Blakeston reminded the Council that whilst an income would be generated by
No.43 it would never cover all the costs so there would be a need to continue applying
for external funding.

Clir Blakeston proposed the agenda item as it was written that was seconded by Clir
Fletcher.

Clir Goodlad then proposed an amendment to move forward with the proposal as
written with a caveat to review once the business case had been put together. This
was seconded by Clir M Strath. This amended was then AGREED with 8 for, 3 against
and 2 abstentions.

Clir Blakeston informed the Council that he would only be able to do elements of the

work required, and the Clerk reminded the Council of the available time pressures in
the office that this task would bring and that help would be needed.
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Highway Matters
Any highway issues

Clir F Smith was reported that the issue of double parking outside the chip shop was
still an issue. The deputy clerk explained that visits had been made when the issue
was initially raised but were met with rude replies and did not wish to revisit.

To note the Responsible Financial Officer’s Report

Noted

Temporary closure of meeting for public discussion and comment

None

To note the Events and Market Committee Minutes of 4 March 2026

Noted.

To note the Environment and Planning Committee Minutes of 10 March 2026
Noted

To note the Property and Asset Committee Minutes of 11 March 2026

Noted

To note the Environment and Planning Committee Minutes 24 March 2026

Noted

Delegates Reports

None

Date of next meeting:

5 May 2026 at 7.00pm

Confidential Items — agree a resolution as to below:

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted namely the
consideration of commercially sensitive items, it is advisable in the public interest
for the press and public to be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to
withdraw

This was proposed by Cllr F Smith, seconded by Cllr Weaver, and AGREED with 10 in
favour, 1 against and 2 abstentions.
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To note an update on the Community Centre at West Garth

Cllr Rounding informed the council of a meeting between ERYC and the Community
Centre where it was confirmed that West Garth in its entirety was being put up for
sale —including the Community Centre and Council chamber. The Community Centre
has been given the opportunity to purchase, but the figure is outside of their
affordability.

Through extensive research carried out by the Clerk, ERYC confirmed to him the
agreement on the lease of the community centre including the chamber was
between ERYC and DTC. However, research carried out by the Community Centre
with different members of ERYC confirmed that DTC are the “Custodian Trustee” of
the lease that is in the Community Centres charity name.

ERYC did suggest that before any sale would be made, the allocation of parking
would be firmed up and that the existing lease would simply pass to the new
“buyers”

The clerk confirmed he was not pleased with the fact of differing information over
who held the lease and suggested that legal advice should be taken.

The current lease on the Community Centre and Council chamber expires in 2094.

To consider a resolution to agree the way forward with regards to the North Street
Depot

Clir B Smith suggested legal advice should be sought on the option of backdating of
rent and an indication of the purchase price of the property. The Clerk explained he
had asked for the price and was awaiting a reply.

Cllr Goodlad felt we should write to the current owners to ascertain exactly where in
the lease it states that the rent can be backdated and ask what price they would be
looking for to sell. He felt that we needed to point out that the building was used by
a local charity that DTC support. This was proposed by ClIr Blakeston, seconded by
Cllr Goodlad and AGREED with all in favour

Clir Blakeston agreed with the comments made about the use of the building by the
local charity and that this needed to be highlighted in any correspondence.

The meeting closed at 9pm
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