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MINUTES OF THE DRIFFIELD FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Date:  03 March 2026 
Time:  19.00 
Venue:  Council Chamber, The Community Centre, Driffield.   
 
Chair:  Cllr F Smith 
Vice Chair: Cllr A Newall 
 
Present: Councillors F Smith, A Newall, M Blakeston, G Helliwell, B Smith, S Starrett, M Strath, 

B Strath, D Goodlad, C Bekker, Clerk M Brown, and Deputy Clerk P Danby 
 

2 members of the Police, a member of the Press, and 2 residents were also in 
attendance 

  
Risk Assessment & Recording of Meeting 

   
261/25  Public Discussion and Comment (limited to 15 minutes or Chair’s discretion) 
    

The Police reported that during February there had been 6 instances of criminal 
damage, 7 public order offences, 2 shop thefts, 16 assaults and 7 reports of anti 
social behaviour. 
 
Cllr Helliwell queried the age group of those committing the ASB’s which the Police 
confirmed were teenagers. It was also stated that a lot of ASB are sadly down to 
domestic matters. 
 
Cllr Blakeston informed the council of the importance of logging any crime with the 
Police to ensure they have the relevant stats on record. The Police fully supported 
this stance.  

 
262/25  Apologies for absence: 
 
  Cllrs J Weaver, P Rounding, T Watson, and S Fletcher 
 
263/25  Declarations of Interest: 
 

278/25 - Cllr A Newall – Non-pecuniary 
 
264/25  Registration of Gifts or Hospitality: 
 

Cllr Blakeston attended an evening event held at Driffield Manor Care Home 
 
265/25 Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations of the Extraordinary Full Town 

Council Minutes of 09 February 2026  
 

Cllr Goodlad proposed it be noted that as part of the agreement to minute ref 
258/25 he offered to put together a Service Level Agreement. This amendment was 
seconded by Cllr Helliwell and AGREED with 8 in favour and 2 abstentions. 

266/25  Adoption of the Extraordinary Full Town Council Minutes of 09 February 2026 
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The minutes were proposed by Cllr Newall, seconded by Cllr F Smith, and ADOPTED 
with 8 in favour and 2 abstentions 

 
267/25  Clerks update 
    
  The clerk reported that updates from ERYC had been received: 
 

Bridge Lane – No waiting restrictions are not provided for driveways. Any 
obstructions should be reported to the Police. 
 
Brook Street – Additional bollards cannot be put in place due to width restrictions.  
 
Scarborough Road crossing – A site visit has been carried out. Likely to be more 
benefit in extending the existing western footway South to bridge the gap on the 
western side between Long Lane and Northfield Road. As part of this improvement 
the introduction of a new zebra crossing could be considered. Asset management 
have added this proposal to its wish list for a further feasibility assessment in due 
course under potential Local Walking and Cycling infrastructure funding. This will be 
followed up by the office. 
 
The SIDS have been relocated to Manorfield Road and Wansford Road. 
 
Application forms for Classic Car Sunday are now available and spaces are filling fast. 
 
Hanging basket forms will start being distributed in the coming days.  
 
Council confirmed they would be happy for the Annual Parish meeting to take place 
on Tuesday 7 April at 7pm, prior to the commencement of the full council meeting 
at 7.30pm. 
 
The clerk reminded everyone of the Mayors annual event taking place on the 28 
March. 
 

268/25 To note the resignation of Cllr G Lucas 
 

The Council thanked Georgina for her loyal support over the years and the clerk was 
asked to send flowers 
 

269/25 To consider a resolution to move forward with co-options to fill a vacancy on the 
Council 

 
 Cllr Newall proposed to move forward, and this was seconded by Cllr F Smith and 

AGREED with all in favour.  
 
270/25 To consider a resolution to agree to co-opt an additional councillor to each of the 

following committees: Personnel Committee (x1), Environment and Planning 
Committee (x1) and Property and Asset Committee (x1) 

 
 Personnel - Cllr Goodlad put himself forward. This was proposed by Cllr B Smith, 

seconded by Cllr Bekker and AGREED with 9 in favour and 1 abstention. 
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 Environment and Planning – No one put themselves forward 
 
 Property and Asset – Cllr M Strath put herself forward. This was proposed by Cllr B 

Smith, seconded by Cllr D Goodlad and AGREED with 9 in favour and 1 abstention. 
  
271/25 To consider a resolution to review and adopt the internal audit procedures and 

appointment of internal auditor  
 

To adopt was proposed by Cllr F Smith, seconded by Cllr Blakeston and AGREED with 
all in favour 

 
272/25 To consider a resolution to agree and adopt the main scope of audit 
 

To adopt was proposed by Cllr Blakeston, seconded by Cllr Newall and AGREED with 
all in favour 

 
273/25 To consider a resolution to review and adopt the financial risk assessment 
 

To adopt the financial risk assessment was proposed by Cllr Blakeston, seconded by 
Cllr W Strath and AGREED with all in favour 

 
274/25 To consider a resolution to review and adopt the following policies: Social 

Media/Social Media Promotion, H&S Policy Statement, Equality, Publication 
scheme, Recording of meetings, GDPR, Civic, standing orders and financial 
regulations 

  
 Cllr Blakeston urged those Cllrs without a full Driffield Town Council email address to 

ask the clerk to action that on their behalf – specifically due to GDPR, data protection 
and FOI requests. Cllr Newall agreed with these comments. The clerk offered that 
should those requests be received it would be actioned.  

 
 To adopt the policies was proposed by Cllr Newall, seconded by Cllr W Strath and 

AGREED with all in favour.    
 
275/25 To consider a resolution to review and adopt the Charges Review including the 

hanging basket scheme 
 

With regards to grass cutting, Cllr Newall felt that no business should get a cheaper 
rate. Cllr B Smith suggested that increasing that rate could mean losing the income 
altogether. Cllr Helliwell felt that the pricing should be left as is.  
 
Cllr Blakeston proposed to leave the charges review in its entirety as outlined with no 
increases and to defer the discussion on all charges to the 2027/28 budget setting in 
November. This was seconded by Cllr Goodlad and AGREED with all in favour. 

 
276/25 To consider a resolution to review and adopt the Insurance Review 
 
 Cllr Blakeston asked if a tracker was fitted to the relevant vehicles. The clerk 

confirmed they were, but drew power from the batteries and caused issues. The clerk 
would confirm if the fitment offered any benefit from an insurance perspective.  
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To adopt was proposed by Cllr F Smith, seconded by Cllr Helliwell and AGREED with 
all in favour 

 
277/25 To consider a resolution to review and adopt the Asset Register 
 

To adopt was proposed by Cllr Newall, seconded by Cllr Helliwell and AGREED with all 
in favour 

 
278/25  To consider a resolution to agree the Service Level Agreement between Driffield 

Town Council and the Millenium Green Trust 
  
 Cllr Newall thanked Dan for his work on the form but felt there should be a falling 

scale on the amount paid (if only missed the £25000 limit by £1, or only over the limit 
by £1) this could make a large difference. Cllr Helliwell felt matters should just be kept 
simple.  

 
 Cllr Goodlad confirmed the dates of the agreement would be set to fit the budget 

requirement. 
  
 Cllr Blakeston also thanked Cllr Goodlad and felt we were on the right footing. 
 
 Cllr F Smith thanked Cllr Goodlad for his work, but did not like the agreement and 

preferred the funding application form. 
 
 Cllr B Smith proposed to accept the SLA, which was seconded by Cllr Blakeston and 

AGREED with 8 in favour and 1 against 
 
 Cllr F Smith then asked for a recorded vote which was as follows: 
 
 Those for: Cllrs Blakeston, Helliwell, B Smith, Starrett, W Strath, M Strath, Goodlad 

and Bekker 
 
 Those against: Cllr F Smith 
 
 Abstentions:  Cllr Newall 
 
279/25 To consider a resolution to agree the Service Level Agreement and KPI dashboard 

for Driffield Youth Action 
 

Cllr Helliwell felt the amount should be paid across the full year. Cllr Goodlad stated 
the payment schedule would be left with the office. The clerk stated that currently 
the payment was split equally across the year.  
 
Cllr Goodlad said the KPI’s where not set, but those shown give a flavour and that he 
would work with DYA to finalise. Cllr Newall felt there should be some way of showing 
how many sessions are attended by individual children. Cllr Goodlad asked that should 
any specific KPI’s be needed to send them to him. 
 
Cllr Bekker felt that keeping it set at £30k per year was not the best solution as DYA 
stated they wanted to be self sufficient. Cllr Helliwell stated that DYA would never be 
self sufficient and that the funding from the council was used to pay wages.  
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Cllr Goodlad stated he would expect a report to be received from DYA every month 
and that would allow the council to make an informed decision to continue with 
funding or not.  
 
Cllr Newall felt section 13 should be amended to show “review at least every year” 
 
With the change to section 13, Cllr Newall proposed the shown resolution which was 
seconded by Cllr M Strath and AGREED with 8 in favour and 2 against. 
 
Cllr F Smith then asked for a recorded vote which was as follows: 

 
 Those for: Cllrs Newall, Blakeston, B Smith, Starrett, W Strath, M Strath, Goodlad and 

Bekker 
 
 Those against: Cllr F Smith, G Helliwell 
 
 Abstentions: 0 
 
280/25 To consider a resolution to donate from the Grant Fund to the Children’s outing 
 
 This was proposed by Cllr Blakeston, seconded by Cllr F Smith and AGREED with all in 

favour   
 
281/25 To consider a resolution to donate from the Grant Fund to Light at the End for the 

hosting of support sessions 
 
 Cllr Blakeston queried the applicant’s name as they were not shown as a trustee. Cllr 

Newall also saw this, but confirmed with the group that was in the process of being 
changed.  

  
 Cllr Goodlad felt that the groups request was not what the council grants should be 

used for – to not prop up a service.  
 
 Cllr Goodlad proposed to not donate.  
 
 Cllr Newall proposed that we could offer £288 to pay for the hire of Cass Hall, this was 

seconded by Cllr M Strath with 4 for, 4 against and 2 abstentions. Cllr F Smith used his 
casting vote to not accept the proposal. 

 
 Cllr Goodlad again proposed to not donate. This was seconded by Cllr F Smith, with 6 

in favour and 4 against.  
  
282/25 To consider a resolution for Driffield Town Council to submit a bid for the Town of 

Culture 
 
 Cllr Goodlad fully backed the proposal. Cllr Newall queried the cost.  
 
 Cllr Blakeston suggested that the Expression of Interest was doable by the council and 

if successful would look to take someone on to facilitate.   
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 Cllr F Smith proposed move forward with the bid which was seconded by Cllr Bekker 
and AGREED with 9 in favour and 1 abstention. 

 
283/25 To consider a resolution to agree to support and pay the required fee to Yorkshire 

in Bloom for the 2026 Golden Rose Awards 
 
 Cllr Goodlad proposed the resolution that was seconded by Cllr Helliwell and AGREED 

with all in favour 
  
284/25 Highway Matters 

  Any highway issues 
 

Potholes - Cllr Blakeston in his Ward Councillor role had met with Carl Skelton of ERYC 
and shown him the maps of Driffield. Cllr Blakeston queried with Carl why if a pothole 
was repaired, why the other right next to it wasn’t. Carl is looking into this. Cllr 
Blakeston reminded everyone of the importance of logging potholes on the ERYC 
website. 
 
Cllr Blakeston asked if the Tidy Team could look into painting the concrete posts 
around the pond in Little Driffield. 
 
Cllr Blakeston felt that Cadger Lane needed attention, but that this would likely 
needed to be done by an arborist.  

 
 Cllr Helliwell reported that work to improve the “chicane” on Allotment Lane is on 

with.  
 
285/25 To note the Responsible Financial Officer’s Report 
 
  Noted 
 
286/25 Temporary closure of meeting for public discussion and comment 
 
  None  

 
287/25 To note the Personnel Committee Minutes of 03 February 2026 
 

Noted. 
 
Cllr Blakeston asked if appraisals of the staff where on going. Cllr Bekker explained 
this would be looked into.  

 
288/25 To note the Events and Market Committee Minutes of 04 February 2026 
 

Noted. 
 
Cllr Newall summarised to say that the bunting this year would be blue, white and 
green to be similar to the council logo 
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289/25  To note the Environment and Planning Committee Minutes of 10 February 2026 
 

Noted 
 
Cllr B Smith informed that council that the planning application for West Garth had 
been withdrawn 
 

290/25 To note the Property and Asset Committee Minutes of 11 February 2026 
 

Noted 
 

291/25 To note the Environment and Planning Committee Minutes 24 February 2026 
 

Noted 
 
292/25 Delegates Reports 
  

Cllr Blakeston informed the council that lots of work was ongoing at Alfred Bean and 
that the Neighbourhood Health Partnership meeting had been postponed. 

 
 Cllr Blakeston said an update on No.43 would be given at the next meeting. 
 
293/25 Date of next meeting: 
 

07 April 2026 at 7.00pm 
 

294/25  Confidential Items – agree a resolution as to below: 

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted namely the 
consideration of commercially sensitive items, it is advisable in the public interest 
for the press and public to be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to 
withdraw 

This was proposed by Cllr F Smith, seconded by Cllr Newall, and AGREED with all in 
favour 

295/25 A resolution to agree the supplier for the Summer Hanging baskets 2026 and the 
order form layout 

 Cllr F Smith, felt more should be made on the form of the heavy subsidy. The 
resolution with that amendment was proposed by Cllr F Smith, seconded by Cllr 
Newall and AGREED with 10 in favour  

296/26 To consider a resolution to recognise a resident of Driffield for all their work with 
the Royal British Legion 

 The clerk proposed an amoral shield would be a good way to do this.  

 This was proposed Cllr Bekker, seconded by Cllr F Smith and AGREED with all in 
favour. 
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The meeting closed at 8.35 

 
 
Signed:……………………………………………….   
 
 
 
 
Date:………………………………………………… 


