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MINUTES OF THE DRIFFIELD TOWN COUNCIL  
EVENTS AND MARKETS COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Date:  4th March 2026 
Time:  19.00 
Venue:  The Council offices, Market Walk, Driffield 
 
Chair:  Councillor A Newall 
Vice Chair: Councillor T Watson  
 
Present: Councillors Ashley Newall, Gillian Helliwell, Fred Smith, Carla Bekker, Tom 

Watson and Spencer Fletcher, William Strath and Marie Strath 
 Michelle Flake and Councillor Jeni Weaver were also present 
   
142/25 Public Discussion and Comment (limited to 15 minutes or Chair’s 

discretion) 
    

None 
 
143/25  Apologies for Absence  
   
  None 
 
144/25  Declarations of Interest  
 

None 
 
145/25  Registration of Gifts or Hospitality 
 
  None 
 
146/25  Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations of the   
  Minutes 4th February 2026 

  None 

147/25  Adoption of the Events and Markets Minutes of 4th February 2026 

  Proposed by CLLR F Smith, seconded by CLLR A Newall 

  These were adopted with ALL (8) in favour. 

148/25 Resolution to agree to purchase a Trophy for the Driffield Classic Car 
Sunday. 

 
CLLR A Newall proposed we purchased a Trophy to value of £50. Seconded 
by CLLR F Smith, agreed ALL (8) in favour. 
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149/25 Resolution to agree to cover the cost of the infrastructure overhaul for the 
Plaza catenary wire system 

 
 If was proposed by CLLR M Strath that the costs of the infrastructure 

overhaul for the Plaza catenary wire system be covered. Seconded by CLLR T 

Watson, agreed ALL (8) in favour. 
 
 
150/25 Resolution to agree to book Tuckers Fair for the Christmas Winter 

Wonderland. 
   

CLLR G Helliwell asked if MF could speak to Tuckers to see if they can offer 
some alternative rides/attractions if possible. CLLR A Newall proposed we 
book Tuckers Fair for the Christmas Event (27 November). Seconded by CLLR 

F Smith, agreed ALL (8) in favour. 
 

151/25 Discuss ideas for Christmas Winter Wonderland theme 
 
 CLLR G Helliwell suggested Reindeers - MF to investigate prices to hire. 
 CLLR T Watson suggested incorporating the parklet as a sleigh. 
 CLLR J Weaver suggested white lights everywhere, down the walkway of the 

offices. 
 CLLR S Fletcher suggested purchasing 2 Bubble Machines - MF to look at 

costs. 
 CLLR A Newall suggested asking Driffield in Bloom to do a window 

competition with a Winter Wonderland Theme, which would encourage 
local businesses to participate to add to the overall atmosphere. The winner 
to be announced on the night. MF to contact Driffield in Bloom. 

 CLLR G Helliwell suggested encouraging children to dress up and have a 
parade. 

 MF suggested asking an Amateur Dramatic group to come along dressed up. 
They could promote their pantomime and mingle amongst the crowds, 
adding to the atmosphere. CLLR M Strath will speak to the groups they  
are in. 

  CLLR C Bekker suggested having more banners around the town promoting 
this event and the summer event. Places like the Rugby Club – CLLR C Bekker 
will speak to them. 

 CLLR G Helliwell suggested, Driffield AFC, The Cricket Club and some of the 
new housing estates. CLLR G Helliwell will speak to them. 

  
152/25 Resolution to agree to mark the 40th anniversary of the Lockington Train 

Crash as the Memorial Gardens – 26th July 
 

CLLR F Smith proposed that we mark the 40th anniversary of the Lockington 
Train Crash at the Memorial Gardens – 26th July. Seconded by CLLR C Bekker 

agreed ALL (8) in favour. 
 CLLR G Helliwell mentioned getting a team together to clean the monument. 
 MF to discuss with Rev. Stuart Grant and make Driffield and Wolds weekly 

aware so they can mention in their editorial about the anniversary. 
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153/25 Resolutions to agree Christmas Eve Market and Theme and Timings. 
 
 The weekly Driffield Thursday market falls on Christmas Eve. CLLR A Newall 

proposed that we make it more festive, bring the Grotto down, ask Father 
Christmas to be there, invite some Carol singers and try to get someone 

selling Roast Chestnuts. Seconded by CLLR M Strath, agreed ALL (8) in 
favour. 

 
154/25  Resolution to agree to spend the remaining Market budget on Gazebo 

awnings and weights. 
 
  CLLR A Newall proposed that after the cost of new tables and electricity, the  
 Remaining balance for the Market 2025 budget be used to purchase gazebo 

awnings and weights. Seconded by CLLR F Smith, agreed ALL (8) in favour. 
 

155/25 Resolution to agree a name for the Summer Event 
 
  CLLR N Newall proposed we use the name ‘Driffield, Up, Up and Away’ for 

the summer event. Seconded by CLLR F Smith, agreed ALL (8) in favour. 
 

156/25 Update on Classic Car Sunday including request for Volunteers 
 
  MF – updated that registrations were coming in and so far, 31 registered. 

The venue can hold between 70 – 80 vehicles. Stalls booked include Kinship 
Coffee, Cosy Cow and Two Tossers. The charity stall will be St Catherines. 

  CLLRS S Fletcher, A Newall and M Strath offered their services for 
volunteering. 

 
157/25  Date of next meeting 
 
  Wednesday 8th April at 7:00 pm 
   
 

The meeting closed at 7:45 pm 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………….. 
 
Date …………………………………….. 
 
Minutes produced by: Michelle Flake 


