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MINUTES OF THE DRIFFIELD FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Date:  03 February 2026 
Time:  19.00 
Venue:  Council Chamber, The Community Centre, Driffield.   
 
Chair:  Cllr F Smith 
Vice Chair: Cllr A Newall 
 
Present: Councillors F Smith, A Newall, M Blakeston, G Helliwell, M Rogers, B Smith,  

S Fletcher, T Watson, J Weaver, D Goodlad, C Bekker, P Rounding, Clerk M Brown, 
and Deputy Clerk P Danby. 
 
The Police and press were also in attendance. 
  

 Risk Assessment & Recording of Meeting 
   
227/25  Public Discussion and Comment (limited to 15 minutes or Chair’s discretion) 
    

The Police reported that through January there had been 3 instances of criminal 
damage, 5 burglaries, 1 drug offence, 7 public order offences, 1 shop theft, 9 
assaults and 2 reports of anti social behaviour. They reminded the Council of the 
importance of keeping valuable items locked up and out of view – especially electric 
car keys. 
 

228/25  Apologies for absence: 
 
  Cllrs W Strath, M Strath, S Starrett, and G Lucas 
 
229/25  Declarations of Interest: 

 
Cllr Rogers – None pecuniary 237/25 and 238/25 

 
230/25  Registration of Gifts or Hospitality: 
 

None 
 
231/25 Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations on the Full Town Council 

minutes of 06 January 2026 
 

None 

232/25  Adoption of the Full Town Council Minutes of 06 January 2026 
 

The minutes were proposed by Cllr Helliwell, seconded by Cllr Newall and were 
adopted with all in favour. 
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233/25  Clerks update 
   

The clerk reported that a letter would be sent to ERYC chasing several outstanding 
letters that we are awaiting replies on. 
 
We have requested to be a trial area for EV charging points across pavements to 
terraced properties. 
 
Rental agreements for both Cass Hall and the Market Walk meeting room are being 
prepared. It was reported that over 90% of all bookings have been paid and work 
was continuing to chase the remaining.  
 
The required COSHH cabinets for the depot had been ordered and are now in place.  
 
The bus stops ordered in November would be fitted in early March. 
 
The bank account required as part of the investment strategy was in the final stages 
of its application.  
 
The clerk reminded the council of the ASB meeting being held on the 10/02/26 at 
2pm at Cass Hall.  
 
The clerk was asked to pass thanks to the new caretaker of Cass Hall, and also send a 
card offering condolences on the passing of the Deputy Mayor of Bridlington. 

 
234/25 Resolution to agree Risk Assessments RA28 Driffield Show 2026, RA29 Market 

Walk meeting room, RA30 Cass Hall, RA31 Anzac Day  
 

Cllr Blakeston noted that for RA31, section 8 needed to be revised to state “Garden 
of Remembrance”. 
 
Following that change, all the risk assessments where proposed to be agreed by Cllr 
Rogers, seconded by Cllr Goodlad and AGREED with all in favour. 
 

235/25 To note the letter of thanks from Driffield Methodist Church regarding receipt of 
Grant 

  
 The letter was noted. Cllr Goodlad asked that an entry in the paper be made 

explaining the councils support of this project.  
 
236/25 To consider a resolution for grant funding from an application by Driffield Youth 

Action 
 
 Cllr Watson felt that a specific meeting to discuss the funding application should be 

held. Many councillors shared this view. Cllr Rogers explained the council had always 
supported the organisation, and Cllr Fletcher shared this view. Cllr Newall felt the 
meeting would be a good idea, and their members would be welcome. 

 
Cllr Blakeston proposed that a clear message must come from the council that it is 
willing to support Driffield Youth Action with funding and to convene a separate 
meeting to determine how much funding is required and the mechanism for delivering 
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the payment. This was seconded by Cllr Rogers and AGREED with 11 in favour and 1 
abstention.  

 
237/25 To consider a resolution for grant funding from an application by Driffield 

Millennium Green Trust 
 
 Cllr Blakeston felt the application was a good document and tells the story of 

Millennium Green. Cllr Rogers explained that the council set up the trust and needed 
the funding to continue as it was a public amenity in Driffield and looked after by 
volunteers.  

 
 Cllr Newall said the application gives transparency. Cllr B Smith explained it would be 

a shame to lose the green space. Cllr Goodlad agreed that transparency was good, and 
that we needed to support the initiative.  

 
 Cllr Blakeston said that if the Trust did not get the funding that any expenditure would 

fall to the council. 
 
 Cllr Blakeston proposed the Millennium Green be awarded their grant, but this did not 

receive a seconder. 
 
Cllr Newall proposed that the discussion be moved to a separate meeting with clarity 
required on understanding their expenditure for the year. This was seconded by Cllr 
Rounding. A recorded vote was called for as follows: 
 
7 in favour – Cllrs Newall, F Smith, G Helliwell, T Watson, D Goodlad, C Bekker, P 
Rounding 
 
3 against – Cllr B Smith, F Fletcher, M Blakeston 
 
1 abstention – Cllr J Weaver 
 
No vote given – Cllr M Rogers 

 
238/25 To consider a resolution to agree the exemption of Driffield Millennium Green from 

the grant application process and be given its own budget heading.  The amount to 
be denoted to be confirmed annually at budget setting 

 
 Cllr Rogers does not agree with the current process and feels the Millennium Green 

needs its own budget heading. Cllr Goodlad felt we need to support, but that 
transparency is key and need to be accountable. 

 
  Cllr Blakeston felt the process needed to be aligned with the budget setting process. 
 

Cllr Rogers proposed the agenda point with Cllr Fletcher seconding, this proposal fell 
with only 4 in favour, 6 against, 1 abstention and 1 with no vote given. 
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239/25 To consider a resolution to agree to change standing orders and agree subcommittee 
chairs present minutes for voting and adoption at Full Council 

 
 Cllr Rogers felt this would give a better context for meetings with specific updates 

given by the relevant chair. 
 
 Cllr B Smith reminded the room that the Environment and Planning committee now 

had 2 meetings per month so the ability to bring those minutes back to full council for 
adoption would require an additional full council meeting and that the process 
currently being used was suggested by ERNLLCA. 

  
 Cllr B Smith proposed to leave the process as it was but that chairs to give a summary 

at full council. This was seconded by Cllr Goodlad and AGREED with 7 in favour, 4 
against, and 1 abstention. 

 
240/25 To consider a resolution to write a letter in support of the existing post office 
 
 This was proposed by Cllr Blakeston, seconded by Cllr Rogers and AGREED with 11 in 

favour, and 1 abstention.  
 
241/25 To consider a resolution to agree and adopt the IT Policy as part of assertion 10 
  
 The clerk thanked Cllr Newall for his assistance in preparing the policy.  
 
 The policy was proposed by Cllr F Smith, seconded by Cllr A Newall and AGREED with 

9 in favour and 3 abstentions. 
 
242/25 Highway Matters 

  
 Cllr Rogers reported that the main potholes on Spellowgate will be patched in the next 

few months and in 2027 the route would be chipped and tarmacked. 
 
 Cllr Blakeston reported that the potholes on Northfield Road are being fixed and that 

the housing construction company is being approached by ERYC for financial support.  
 
 The press was asked to please remind their readers of the importance of reporting 

potholes on line and dropping pins on the ERYC website. 
 
  A footbridge at the Tilia Estate end of the beck is to be installed. 
 
243/25 To note the Responsible Financial Officer’s Report 
 

Cllr Helliwell queried the amount paid to FAB23. The clerk explained this was due to 
the deep clean given by the company to give a fresh start to work from. 
 
 This report was noted 
 

244/25 Temporary closure of meeting for public discussion and comment 
 
  None  
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245/25 To note the Personnel Committee Minutes of 06 January 2026 
 
  Noted 

 
246/25 To note the Events and Market committee minutes of 07 January 2026 
 

Noted 
 
247/25  To note the Environment and Planning committee minutes of 13 January 2026 
 

Noted 
 

248/25 To note the Property and Asset committee minutes of 14 January 2026 
 

Noted 
 

249/25 To note the Environment and Planning committee minutes 27 January 2026 
 

Noted 
 
250/25 Delegates Reports 
 
 Cllr Blakeston circulated a written report on the Local Neighbourhood Health 

Partnership. 
 
 The Clerk read a report that was circulated by email on Driffield Youth Action. 
 
 With regards to No.43, Cllr Blakeston explained he was speaking to several local 

artists and that one was putting a business case together to run the building to 
broadly the original plan proposed by the council. 

 
251/25 Date of next meeting: 
 

03 March 2026 at 7.00pm 
 

The meeting closed at 20.30. 

 
 
Signed:……………………………………………….   
 
 
 
 
Date:………………………………………………… 

 
 


