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MINUTES OF THE DRIFFIELD FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Date:  6 January 2026 
Time:  19.00 
Venue:  Council Chamber, The Community Centre, Driffield.   
 
Chair:  Cllr F Smith 
Vice Chair: Cllr A Newall 
 
Present: Councillors F Smith, A Newall, M Blakeston, G Helliwell, M Rogers, B Smith,  

S Fletcher, S Starrett, W Strath, M Strath, G Lucas, J Weaver, D Goodlad, C Bekker,  
P Rounding, Clerk M Brown, and Deputy Clerk P Danby 
  
Cllr Michael Lee, and the Police also attended. 

 
 Risk Assessment & Recording of Meeting 
   
200/25  Public Discussion and Comment (limited to 15 minutes or Chair’s discretion) 
    

PC Johnson gave a report stating there had been 64 crimes committed in Driffield in 
December including public order offences, criminal damage, assaults, and ASB. 
 

201/25  Apologies for absence: 
 
  None 
 
202/25  Declarations of Interest: 

 
Cllr Bekker – None pecuniary 226/25 
Cllr Goodlad - None pecuniary 226/25 
Cllr W Strath - None pecuniary 214/25 
Cllr M Strath - None pecuniary 214/25 

 
203/25  Registration of Gifts or Hospitality: 
 

None 
 
204/25 Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations on the Full Town Council 

minutes of 2 December 2025 
 
None 

205/25  Adoption of the Full Town Council Minutes of 2 December 2025 
 

The minutes were proposed by Cllr Newall, seconded by Cllr M Strath and were 
adopted with 14 in favour and 1 abstention. 
 

206/25  Clerks update 
   
  The clerk thanked all those who had attended the 3 budget working group meetings.  
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It was reported that the Scrambling event had gone well, and was well attended on 
what was a dry but exceptionally cold day. Thanks were given to those who came to 
marshal and to the Driffield and Wolds Weekly for their excellent coverage of the 
event.  
 
No reply had yet been received from ERYC regarding the pedestrian crossing on 
Scarborough Road, or the parking issues on Brook Street and Bridge Street. 
 
Similarly, no reply had yet been received from either Northern Rail about use of the 
toilet facilities at the station or Costcutter on the improvement of their façade. 
 
The clerk invited councillors to step forward to present to Meals for Misters on the 
life of a Councillor and asked for those willing to do the presentation to email that to 
him. 
 
The SID (Speed Indicator Device) had been removed from Beverley Road where 
statistics showed that only 1.69% of vehicles travelled in excess of 36mph. Similarly, 
the SID had also been removed from Riverhead where statistics showed that only 
0.09% of vehicles travelled in excess of 36mph. It was explained the signs would be 
placed in their new positions of Wansford Road and Manorfield Road shortly.  
 
The clerk informed Council that a resident had been in touch regarding nominations 
for the ERYC Chairmans Award. It was explained that the resident was pointed to the 
nomination website. The Council felt that the Chairmans award was more suited for 
residents to make their own nominations for whom they thought would be a worthy 
recipient.  
 

207/25 To consider a resolution to agree the revised terms of reference and application 
form for the Small Grant Fund 

 
Cllr Rogers felt the form was too complex and may put people off applying. Cllr F 
Smith felt the form was a good thing and would allow the council to be more 
auditable in its donations. Cllr Bekker agreed and suggested that a follow up 
“monitoring” form may be worth considering in the future.  
 
The resolution was proposed by Cllr Newall, seconded by Cllr F Smith and AGREED 
with 8 in favour, 3 against and 4 abstentions 
 

208/25 To consider a resolution to agree the revised terms of reference and application 
form for the Grant Fund 
 
This was proposed by Cllr A Newall, seconded by Cllr D Goodlad, and AGREED with 8 
in favour, 4 against, and 3 abstentions. 
 

209/25 To consider a resolution to submit a grant application to the PCC for improvements 
to the town CCTV system 

 
 The clerk reported that the grant was not yet available to apply for, so the resolution 

would be deferred until the appropriate time.  
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210/25 To consider a resolution to apply to the PCC for funding for the road safety measures 
grant scheme 

 
 Cllr Rounding felt that as a result of the findings of the SID’s on Beverley Road and 

Riverhead, this was not necessary at this time.  
  

The proposal to not apply for funding was made by Cllr Rounding, seconded by Cllr F 
Smith, and AGREED with 14 in favour, and 1 abstention. 

 
211/25 To note the interest shown in No.43 by a local business 
  
 This was noted. Cllr Goodlad said the business should be informed that a further 

decision would be made by the Council during April 2026. 
 
212/25 To consider a resolution to agree the precept for the financial year 2026/2027 
 
 The clerk circulated a report on the budget meetings and their findings.  
 

Cllr Rogers reminded the Council to ensure the precept rises by a small amount each 
year as it cannot afford to stand still. 

 
  To agree the precept was proposed by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Lucas and AGREED 

with all in favour. 
 
213/25 To consider a resolution to proceed with the required work to the lightning 

conductor at Cass Hall 
 
 A fault was found on the equipment and the clerk sought clarification from the 

insurers on coverage who confirmed that: The policy does not have any requirements 
that Lightening Conducts have to be in place on any of the buildings so there is no 
requirement for these to be fitted.  Full lightening cover on the properties would still 
apply whether you had them or not. 

 
 Taking this into consideration Cllr Rounding felt the work was not necessary. This was 

proposed and AGREED with 14 in favour and 1 abstention. 
 

Cllr Goodlad asked the clerk to confirm the situation regarding building insurance 
policy excess 

 
214/25 To consider a request from the Driffield Methodist Church for funding support to 

construct a community garden from the Small Grant Fund 
 
 Cllr Goodlad commented that the application form was one of the best completed he 

had seen – a great application.  
 

Cllr F Smith thought the project would give great benefit and proposed an amount of 
£1000 be donated. This was seconded by Cllr Newall and AGREED with 8 in favour, 1 
against, and 6 abstentions. 
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215/25 Highway Matters 

 
 None 
 
216/25 To note the Responsible Financial Officers Report 
 

 This was noted 
 

217/25 Temporary closure of meeting for public discussion and comment 
  

Cllr Lee commented that a current priority for the ERYC is to set the budget. He also 
gave sympathy to those in Withernsea following the recent tragic events.  
 

218/25 To note the Personnel Committee Minutes of 02 December 2025 
 

  Noted 

 
219/25 To note the Events and Market committee minutes of 03 December 2025 
 

Noted 
 
220/25  To note the Environment and Planning committee minutes 09 December 2025 
 

Noted 
 

221/25 To note the Property and Asset committee minutes of 10 December 2025 
 

Noted 
 

222/25 To note the Environment and Planning committee minutes 23 December 2025 
 

Noted 
 
223/25 Delegates Reports 

Cllr Blakeston gave an update on his work at No.43. 

A formal letter has been sent to a Trustee of Hockney Pictures based in London 
giving a very high-level outline of the proposed project and seeking their support. A 
response is pending. 

The original DTC consultation document from 2021 and an updated version called 
‘Discover 43’ from 2023 to create No.43 as an arts venue has been reviewed and is 
in the process of being updated. (Copies available from me or the Town Clerk) 

MB met with an Artistic Director last week with experience of such projects and as a 
result - criteria for an Arts Council grant has been reviewed and a draft budget 
created to support any potential application (c.£200k) 

Offer of support with a future funding bid from Nicola Dixon (Arts Development 
Manager at ERYC) 
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MB updated Local Growth Team at ERYC on project 

MB contacted East Riding Artists (consulted in original plan for No.43) 

MB updated Laura Case (Culture & Tourism Director at East Riding of Yorkshire 
Council) and also chased up an update regarding the introduction to 'East Street 
Arts' who may be able to provide a short/medium pop-up art installation? 
https://eaststreetarts.org.uk 

224/25 Date of next meeting: 
 

3 February 2026 at 7.00pm 
 
225/25 Confidential Items – agree a resolution as to below:  
 

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is 
advisable in the public interest for the press and public to be temporarily excluded 
and they are instructed to withdraw. 

 
 This was proposed by Cllr Newall, seconded by Cllr F Smith and AGREED with all in 

favour 
 
 226/25 To consider a resolution to procure caretaking services for Cass Hall from the 

options available  
 

Cllr Rounding proposed to accept the quote from FAB23 that was seconded by Cllr B 
Smith, and AGREED with 13 in favour and 2 abstentions. 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 20.20 

 
 
Signed:……………………………………………….   
 
 
 
 
Date:………………………………………………… 

 
 


