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MINUTES OF THE DRIFFIELD TOWN COUNCIL  
EVENTS AND MARKETS COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Date:  7th January 2026 
Time:  19.00 
Venue:  The Council offices, Market Walk, Driffield 
 
Chair:  Councillor A Newall 
Vice Chair: Councillor T Watson  
 
Present: Councillors Ashley Newall, Gillian Helliwell, Marie Strath, William Strath, 

Fred Smith, Carla Bekker and Spencer Fletcher 
 Michelle Flake, Andy Wilson and Robert Flake were also present 
   
111/25 Public Discussion and Comment (limited to 15 minutes or Chair’s 

discretion) 
    

None 
 
112/25  Apologies for Absence  
   
  CLLR T Watson 
 
113/25  Declarations of Interest  
 

None 
 
114/25  Registration of Gifts or Hospitality 
 
  None 
 
115/25  Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations of the   
  Minutes 3rd December 2025 

  None 

116/25  Adoption of the Events and Markets Minutes of 3rd December 

  Proposed by CLLR M Strath, seconded by CLLR W Strath 

  These were adopted with ALL (7) in favour. 

117/25  Scrambling Feedback 
 

Feedback from parents and businesses was very positive. A great turnout. 
Mark the Chair of the TSCG said that in his wife’s opinion it seemed much 
better organized that in previous years. For 2026 it has been decided to 
amend the route, starting at the Plaza and heading down the west side of 
Market Place and Middle Street South as far as Orange Tree Dental and then 
cross over and walk back up on the other side of the road, down Middle 
Street North and ending up at the Royal Oak for the final stop. This will 
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involve less crossing of the road and with be easier for the Tidy who will be 
the main Marshalls and volunteers to manage the group. 
MF suggested looking into the cost of branded bags to give the children 
which we be great advertising. 
 

118/25 Resolutions to agree to submit and cover the costs of the Road Closure for 
the Bike Night, in the event it goes ahead 

  
 The cost of the road closure as well as car park closures would be in excess 

of £1200 and there is no guarantee that the TCSG would get the necessary 
funding to proceed with the event. Road closures must be applied for 16 
weeks prior to the event. CLLR S Fletcher proposed that the TCSG should 
submit a Small Grant Application form for £800 towards the road and car 
park closures, but these should not be applied for any earlier than the 16 
week deadline and only if the TCSG had secured the necessary funding for 

the event to go ahead by that date. Seconded by CLLR W Strath, agreed ALL 
(7) in favour. 

 
119/25 Resolution to agree the Tidy Team can take part in the Illuminated Tractor 

Run 2026 
   

Andy and Robert from the Tidy Team had asked for permission to participate 
in part of the Tractor Run (Showground to Market Place), representing the 
Driffield Town Council. This would be on a voluntary basis (unpaid). CLLR A 
Newall proposed that this should be agreed. Seconded by CLLR F Smith, 

agreed ALL (7) in favour. 
 
 

120/25 Resolution to agree to hire third Party security firm for the Remembrance 
Parade 2026 

 
The Police had a big presence for the Remembrance Parade in 2025; 
however, they have made it very clear that they are not there to offer 
security and recommended that we had a third-party security firm. It was 
noted this was only a recommendation. 
Andy Wilson and Robert Flake from the Tidy team are both Lantra Trained 
and have both worked on the Remembrance Parade for years and both felt 
that this would be a waste of money as we always have enough volunteers 
to run the event safely. 
CLLR A Newall Proposed against hiring a third-party security firm. Seconded 

by CLLR G Helliwell, agreed ALL (7) in favour. 
 

121/25 Resolution to agree on the Thursday Market Traders agreement.  
 

Having reviewed the decision on this agreement, it wouldn’t be an 
adequate conclusion for this resolution 
 
The Market Traders agreement was agreed in Novembers Committee 
meeting 091/25 based on the changes made by CLLR A Newall, however  



24 

 

some of those changes could not be made, therefore a new resolution had 
to be agreed. Proposed by CLLR A Newall that the Thursday Market Traders 

agreement be agreed, seconded by CLLR F Smith, agreed ALL (7) in favour. 
 
 
121/25 Resolutions to agree to support “Driffield Mystery Trail: The Trophy 

Deception” a community project inspired by Driffield AFC win 
 

 CLLR C Bekker proposed that Driffield AFC complete the application form 
‘Children’s Youth Fund’ and submit this to the council. Seconded by CLLR M 

Strath, agreed ALL (7) in favour. 
 
122/25  Resolution to agree to hold the Driffield Classic Car Sunday event in 2026. 
   

CLLR A Newall Proposed to hold the Driffield Classic Car Sunday event in 

2026, seconded by CLLR C Bekker, agreed ALL (7) in favour. 
 

123/25 Resolution to agree to send a thank you note to those stores that dressed 
their window in the Dickensian theme. 

 
  CLLR A Newall Proposed that he writes a letter to St Catherine’s charity shop  
  to thank them and praise them for their Dickensian window theme. He will  
  also contact the Driffield Wolds Weekly and at that time promote the new  
  2026 Winter Wonder Land theme, in the hope that more shops participate.  

  Seconded by CLLR C Bekker, agreed ALL (7) in favour. 
 
124/25  Discuss ideas for Christmas 2026 
   
  Andy Wilson and Robert Flake from the Tidy Team suggested building 
  a mobile Santa’s Grotto North Pole Express which can be used  

every year, which if required, could be placed in a different areas of the 
town. Other suggestions included an Ice Rink and Giant inflatable Snow 
Globe. 

  Andy Wilson will work out an estimate cost to build the Grotto and MF will  
  look into businesses that hire Ice Rinks and Giant inflatable Snow Globes. 
 
125/25 Resolution to set dates for other Driffield Town Council Events 2026/2027 

(Summer Event, Remembrance and Scrambling 2027) 
 
  CLLR G Helliwell proposed the following dates for the Driffield Town Council  
  Events Calendar: 
 
  Classic Car Sunday – Sunday 26th April 2026 
  Summer Event – Friday 24th July – Friday 28th August 2026 
  Remembrance – Sunday 8th November and Wednesday 11th November 2026 
  Christmas Winter Wonderland / Market – Friday 27th November 2026 
  Scrambling – Monday 4th January 2027 
 

  Seconded by CLLR W Strath, agreed ALL (7) in favour. 
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126/25  Date of next meeting 
 
  Wednesday 4th February at 7:00 pm 
   
 

The meeting closed at 7:58 pm 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………….. 
 
Date …………………………………….. 
 
Minutes produced by: Michelle Flake 


