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Over the past year we have seen the bookings for our community facilities at Cass Hall and the
Meeting Room at Market Walk build after the emergence from the pandemic. The Meeting Room at
Market Walk is now the home of the outreach Barclays branch three days a week, which not only
brings very welcome revenue, but also means the council are at the forefront of facilitating the
continuance of essential banking services in the town.

Driffield and Wolds Create Community successfully bid for funding from the Love Your High Street
Fund to provide much needed improvements to Cass Hall, a venue they use on a weekly basis to
provide much needed craft/social/arts workshops, bingo sessions and film screenings for those who
are in most need of regular social interaction. The Town Council provide Cass Hall to DWCC, a group
we created, free of charge as part of our ongoing commitment to partner essential organisations and
this has been used as proof of partnership working and match funding in bids for finances. There are
to be new blinds fitted, updated PA equipment and other various facility improvements. Thanks also
must be given to MKM, who kindly donated an oven and hob to the hall for community use.

Cass Hall is also about to undergo some refurhishment work to rectify a rising damp problem, which
for a building dating back to 1772, on going maintenance of this nature, is not unexpected.

The Skerne Park depot continues to serve our operational division admirably and further
improvements have been made in recent months, to increase its storage capacity and also provide
even more opportunities for the Tidy Team to up their output, from corgis and crowns to
commemorate Platinum Jubilees and Coronations on their 3D digital printer, to upcycling street
furniture. In order to maximise the potential of the depot and also to ensure staff wellbeing and
improved working practices, a fork lift has been purchased during this financial year as well an a
extraction system.

Our former depot at North Street continues to accommodate the Men in Sheds and this
arrangement is working to very well and we are delighted to be able to host such a great
organisation, who add such value to our community.

We are also delighted that our External Funding Officer, Fiona Turner, successfully procured almost
£45,000 from Commuted Sums for the refurbishment of St Margaret’s Close Play Area, ably assisted
by the Friends of St Margaret’s Close Play Area and their fundraising efforts. Driffield Town Council
contributed the remaining sum required for this £60,000 refurb. The park will be officially opened
with a Picnic in the Park event during the Coronation Weekend. In addition, tree work was carried
out at St Margaret’s Close Play Area in January and a tree survey for health and safety purposes has
been commissioned, as has a survey on the mature tree at Fawcett Gardens.

Our public toilets at Cross Hill and North End also underwent refurbishment during this financial year
and we would like to pay tribute to our Tidy Team who did a sterling job. The public conveniences
are now cleaned entirely by our inhouse team and at weekends by a highly committed individual via
local company Randles. Thanks go to these dedicated people who continue to ensure, in the midst
of considerable challenges at times, that our public conveniences remain some of the best in the
East Riding, if not the best!



Late last year we completed on the purchase of 43 Market Place, Driffield and are now progressing
our Number 43 project, having commissioned a project manager, architect, structural engineer,
interior architects and health and safety consultant. Our External Funding Officer, Fiona Turner, with
the assistance of Local Growth Co-Ordinator for Driffield, Nicola Knaggs, successfully procured
Shared Prosperity funding to allow plans and a 3D model to be produced to get to the consultation
stage for this every exciting art centre project. We hope to go to consultation in the Spring.

Finally, our continued commitment to lessen our carbon footprint has moved forward, with a
financial commitment aimed at ensuring our buildings can make the move towards renewable
energy included in the forthcoming budget and quotations and potential funding avenues also being
investigated.

Property and Assets work to ensure the safeguarding of all our buildings, lands and equipment.
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