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The Planning Committee have overseen various applications over the past year, the most significant
are the large housing developments on the perimeters of the town, as part of the longer term
forward plan and the ongoing national shortage and the need for more housing.

We had a chance to contribute to the review of the Forward Plan and voiced our concerns at the
growing town, which we accept is inevitable however, the lack of infrastructure as we perceive it, is
worrying. The doctors surgeries are at full stretch, the bus station has closed, the town bus has been
curtailed due to rising costs, dentists and schools we feel will be burdened by the growing
population not only in Driffield but also the surrounding settlements we serve. We worked with
ERYC councillors to ensure the preservation and protection of the Long Lane Bridlepath.

Commuted Sums, the money from developers, is starting to come through with money given to
various groups and arganisations pending but also great improvements to the play parks in the
town, for which we are very grateful.

Another year passes and unfortunately, no further movement has.been made on various sites
throughout the town, including the Sugar Mills, which is now listed for sale.

Aldi have now submitted their planning application for the current Eastgate car park site with Gatsby
Properties now planning to replace that free parking provision at the former Cattle Market site with
access from Exchange Street once the former Strides Butchers (Wooden House) shop has been
demolished. We approved the plans and also wrote to the Director of Planning to ensure that legal
agreements were put in place to ensure that the free car park at Exchange Street was installed prior
to the work beginning at Aldi. Our concerns re: HGV access at Eastgate South/Albion Street have not
abated and we hope we are proved wrong with our predictions of mayhem.

We hope with the former Driff 9 site now resolved that Naylors will begin development of their land
opposite the new bungalows on Queen Street.

Good news this week was received that at last the work on the planned 72 roomed care home at
Middle Street South is about to start this coming Monday and will taken 68 weeks. The planned
Medical Centre extension is now off, but assurances have been made by Yorkare that these buildings
will be refurbished and made good.

A rather contentious issue was the proposed affordable housing development on a greenfield site at
Little Driffield, we supported a robust campaign by residents to reject the proposals as the site is
wholly unsuitable due largely to its remote location, however we await a decision from ERYC.
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