Date:
Time:
Venue:

Chair:
Vice Chair:

Present:

178/25

179/25

180/25

181/25

182/25

183/25

184/25

MINUTES OF THE DRIFFIELD FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
2 December 2025
19.00

Council Chamber, The Community Centre, Driffield.

Cllr F Smith
Cllr A Newall

Councillors F Smith, A Newall, M Blakeston, G Helliwell, B Smith, S Fletcher,

T Watson, S Starrett, W Strath, M Strath, G Lucas, ] Weaver, D Goodlad, C Bekker,
P Rounding, Clerk M Brown, and Deputy Clerk P Danby

Clir Michael Lee, a resident and members of Driffield Youth Action also attended
Risk Assessment & Recording of Meeting

Public Discussion and Comment (limited to 15 minutes or Chair’s discretion)
None

Apologies for absence:

Clir M Rogers

Declarations of Interest:

Clir Helliwell for minute ref 187/25

Registration of Gifts or Hospitality:

None

Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations on the Full Town Council
minutes of 4 November 2025

None

Adoption of the Full Town Council Minutes of 4 November 2025

The minutes were proposed by Clir Newall, seconded by Clir M Strath and were
adopted with 12 in favour and 3 abstentions.

Clerks update
The clerk thanked those in the council that supported the Remembrance event.
Thanks where also made to those who supported the Christmas light switch on and

to the Driffield and Wolds Weekly for their excellent coverage in the paper.

The blocked drain at Station Gardens had been reported to ERYC, but they could not
find an issue and are monitoring.
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185/25

186/25

187/25

A presentation will be made to a member of the fire service on the 9 December and
all council are invited to attend.

Updated council ID cards where distributed.

The clerk thanked those who attended the first budget setting meeting. The next
meeting would be held on 4 December at 6pm in the meeting room. It was decided
the final date would be chosen at the meeting.

The clerk explained that the personnel committee had agreed for the office and tidy
team to finish at 12noon on the 24/12. Skeleton staff would remain at work over the
Christmas period until a full return on Friday 02/01. Agendas for January would be
sent on 23/12 and the RFO report would be distributed on the evening of the 06/01
to note.

The council was reminded that a Police patch walk would take place from 10am at
North End Park on Friday 5 December.

The clerk asked the council for support with Scrambling on the 02/01. Clirs W Strath,
M Strath, M Blakeston and A Newall kindly offered to assist.

To note the interim audit
This was noted.

To consider a resolution to agree that all organisations receiving grant funding,
including those with allocations in the annual budget be required to submit a grant
application before funds are released.

Clir Newall felt that the council needed to be accountable and transparent with
regards to donations and that currently this could be perceived as not being the
case. This view was shared by Cllr Watson.

Clir Blakeston felt a further form would over complicate the issue and this was
shared by ClIr B Smith.

After discussion, and in addition to the original proposal Cllr Newall proposed to
start this requirement from the start of the 2026-27 financial year and the form
would be an amendment of an existing grant application form. This was seconded by
Clir F Smith, and AGREED with 11 in favour, 3 against, and 1 abstention.

Driffield Youth Action update including presentation from members of Driffield
Youth Action

Trustee Fiona Turner and staff member Lisa Harris gave a presentation reminding the
council of the importance of the organisation and thanked the council for its financial

support.

The council were reminded that Driffield Youth Action currently support around 50-
80 children per week, and are keen to see this number grow.
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189/25
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To consider a resolution to write to Network Rail requesting them to give public
access to their Driffield Train Station toilet facilities

Clir Newall reminded the council that the nearest public loos are located a
considerable distance away from the station.

Clir Lucas felt this was a good idea. Cllr Watson suggested the best people to write to
would be Northern Rail.

The resolution was proposed by Clir Newall, seconded by Cllr Lucas and AGREED with
all in favour.

A resolution to allow a business case for an arts venue to be developed for No.43
Market Place and presented back to Full Town Council not later than Easter (7 April)
2026

Clir Blakeston and the clerk attended a meeting with 4 high net worth individuals who
were keen to establish a permanent art exhibition in Driffield that had the potential
to be the only one of its type in the country. There are hurdles to be overcome
including clearing permissions with trustees of the artist, funding availability and
employment costs hence the requirement to wait until April for further discussion to
take place. It was commented that an option after April 2026 could be to move to a
short term lease to allow the plan to be formulated fully.

Clir B Smith felt that waiting until April makes sense — a view that was shared by ClIr
Watson and ClIr Bekker. Clir Helliwell had concerns over the costs currently being
incurred and those costs potential costs after April. Cllr Goodlad felt the plan may not
bring enough visitors into the town to make it viable. Clir F Smith felt that local tax
payers should not be paying for it. ClIr Starrett felt it was a great opportunity, and the
council needed to have ambition.

Clir Blakeston has made it clear to all concerned that any plan must cover its costs and
at a further meeting attended by Clir Rogers, Clir Lee and ERYC staff Laura Case,
Director of Culture and Customer Services, and Nicola Dixon Arts Development Officer
this was re-iterated. At the same meeting the requirement to employ a project
manager to seek out funding would be required should the project get the green light.

Clir B Smith Proposed the above resolution, that was seconded by ClIr Bekker and
AGREED with all in favour

Highway Matters

Clir Lucas had been contacted by the owners of a property where access to it was
being restricted by parked cars along Bridge Lane. It was requested a letter be sent to
ask for further action be taken by parking enforcement, signage and the appropriate
lining.

Clir Lucas also reminded the council of the ongoing issue of parking opposite the

existing bollards along Brook Street and has provided photographic evidence of
consistent blockages by poorly parked vehicles that could potentially hinder the
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192/25

193/25

194/25

195/25

196/25

197/25

198/25

199/25

passage of emergency vehicles. A letter was requested to be sent to ERYC asking for
action to be taken.

To note the Responsible Financial Officers Report

This was noted

Temporary closure of meeting for public discussion and comment

None

To note the Personnel Committee Minutes of 4 November 2025

Noted

To note the Events and Market committee minutes of 5 November 2025
Noted

To note the Environment and Planning committee minutes 11 November 2025
Noted

To note the Property and Asset committee minutes of 12 November 2025
Noted

To note the Environment and Planning committee minutes 25 November 2025
Noted

Delegates Reports

None

Date of next meeting:

6 January 2026 at 7.00pm

The meeting closed at 20.10
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