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The Thursday market has seen a renaissance in the past year, without doubt due to the work of the
former Town Centre Officer, Jill Baldwin. The market and its vitality was part of her remit and whilst
in post she worked hard to promote the market and increase the traders.

Prior to lockdown the council had purchased an additional six stalls, as the new depot at Skerne
Park, had the ability to store them, previously not possible at North Street. The plan had been to
attract traders who did not have their own stalls and so broaden the offer on the market and
perhaps get a more artisan or craft based feel. With the onset of lockdown this sadly did not
happen, however Jill took the original idea and visited various local markets and managed over time

to attract more traders.

The turning point was the arrival of the fantastic cheese stall, which has added tremendously to our
‘foodie’ offer. Various other traders also came, including Holly Tree Silver and Claire’s Hand Made
Gifts, Edmonds Antiques and Blue Whippet. Holly Tree Silver is a particularly great example of how
we like to see our stall hire evolve — Holly Tree Silver rented a stall from us for about 3 months and
became so confident she purchased her own stall, therefore freeing the original stall up for us to
attract another trader.

The market during the spring and summer has certainly thrived we feel, the addition of tables and
chairs outside the various cafes in the market area and outside The Butchers Dog, who play host to
buskers every Thursday, further adding to the atmosphere. Buskers and activities on Thursdays and
children’s entertainment during the summer holidays have also attracted more visitors to the

market.

As the market continued to grow and thrive, so the council grew in confidence to promote it, with
full page advertising in regional publications, leafleting and signs erected on the main entrances to

Driffield heralding Thursday as Market Day.

lill started the Thursday Market Facebook page which raised its profile. The promotion of the market
will be part of the newly established Discaver Driffield Face Book page. The continued promotion of
the market is now included in the job description of the new Administrative Assistant and we are
confident the work achieved by Jill will carry on and develop further.

This year also saw the arrival of Little Bird Artisan Markets, which were reasonably successful and
something we would like to develop, however, many of the traders were based in North Yorkshire
and felt the drive to Driffield in inclement weather (often the case) was not viable.

We hope to work with ERYC and potential funding avenues moving forward to improve our market
offer. Thanks to the Tidy Team who run our market so efficiently, a reflection of their hard work
was seen in the considerable amount raised by traders to mark the retirement of Chris Brotherton.
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