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Events & Markets Committee Report

This year was a year of streamlining and building on the strengths of our events and
markets. As previous years, we thankfully had considerable help from volunteers and
successful funding bids, including East Riding Yorkshire Council’s Do It For East Yorkshire
community grant which allowed us to stretch our budget further to repair and improve our
market provisions.

In April we held our first Classic Car Sunday, an idea driven by the Town Centre Steering
Group. With thanks to the help of Mark Edwards we hosted an excellent event. Drivers and
riders filled Cross Hill Car Park with classic cars and motorcycles, and despite the lack of
sunshine, the public response was overwhelmingly positive.

In solidarity with the nation, on the 6% of June, we commemorated the 80" anniversary of
the Normandy Landings. Town Crier, Brian Fairfield, gave a proclamation in the morning by
the Millennium Clock; and in the evening we came together again to light the D-Day beacon
at All Saints Church.

Through the summer, we built on the foundations of our previous trails and summer events
and brought them together with a lifeboat theme. We had hundreds of participants who
completed the lifeboat trail and an amazing turn out of children over the 6 weeks, attending
the water safety, Punch & Judy, arts & crafts and face paintings held at Umbrella Plaza, Cass
Hall and Station Gardens respectively.

In July we hosted the National Market Traders Federation’s Young Traders Market, which saw
young entrepreneurs aged 16-30 being judged on their marketing and sales techniques
before the joint winners, SJ Create and Objectify, who then went on to the regional finals.

For Yorkshire Day, we jazzed up our stalls with Yorkshire bunting and invited traders to bring
their products that were Yorkshire sourced, from cheese to pasties and everything in
between.

In November, we remembered the service and sacrifice of those who served with the
Armistice Service held at our Remembrance Gardens on Saturday and the Royal British
Legion and Pocklington Pipes & Drum Band led the Driffield Remembrance Parade along
Middle Street South and Market Place to All Saints Church for their service on the Sunday.

At the request of the Town Centre Steering Group, we brought our Christmas Market and
Light Switch On a week forward so there would be an extra week of festive cheer and
celebrations. After the success of last year’s Dickensian theme, we brought it back and
added even more Scrooge, Figgy Pudding & roasted chestnuts.



Our oldest tradition stays alive as in January, our new Town Crier, Bill Strath, debuted his
Oyez and led children through the town, singing the Scrambling chant for sweets, coins &
toys.

With success in our funding bids, we were able to allocate funds to the repair and
procurement of extra market stalls and Discover Driffield feather flags to improve the look
and capacity of both our weekly and special event markets for the future.

Finally, | would like to take this opportunity again to thank my fellow councillors and all of
the Driffield community for giving their time and efforts towards another great year of
events, along with our Town Clerk, Matthew Brown, Deputy Town Clerk, Paula Danby, Town
Development Officer, Michelle Flake, our Tidy Team, our Town Criers, Brian Fairfield & Bill
Strath, Driffield in Bloom, Royal British Legion and all of the shop owners and staff
throughout the town: as always, without you none of these events would be possible.

Clir Ashley Newall
Events Committee Chair



