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This year brought many financial challenges: with our events budget reduced we had to be more 
creative and stretch the capabilities of our funding. Considerable help from volunteers and 
successful funding bids to the Do it for East Yorkshire community grant allowed us to keep our 
calendar of events rolling throughout the year. 

May brought the coronation of King Charles III, the first coronation we have had in 70 years. 
Driffield in Bloom held another fantastic Window Dressing Competition and concert at All 
Saints Church, Families celebrated the reopening of St. Margaret’s Close Play Area, The Merry 
Monarchs displayed their theatrics of historical regal figures, and we had 25 crowns – 3D printed 
by our Tidy Team and decorated by local charities, schools and organisations - hidden 
throughout the town for our annual treasure hunt starting at the coronation weekend until the 
end of the school summer holiday in September. 

June held the second year of the Wold Rangers Way Walking Festival. Another remarkable 
success, bringing in participants from all regions of the country to take part in the 18 walks 
ranging from 3 miles to 44 miles through Driffield and the Wolds. 

Through July, August and September, with funding procured via the Do it for East Yorkshire 
community grant, we held Go Wild on Fridays! This event meant that six Fridays through the 
summer were filled with free, animal focused activities for children including, Joe’s Exotic Zoo, 
face painting and crafts held at Umbrella Plaza, the Parklet and Cass Hall, respectively. Despite 
poor weather on a few days, these were all greatly attended with thousands of visitors engaging 
with the events. 

The Tour of Britain brought a buzz of excitement to the town in September, with our councillors 
handing out handwaving flags, our Tidy Team installing our huge red, white and blue DRIFFIELD 
sign at the Driffield Showground, many shops decorating their window displays, Driffield in 
Bloom’s red, white and blue flower displays and of course the fantastic number of people of our 
community that came out to watch the cyclists whizz by. 

In November we joined the nation to remember the service and sacrifice of those who served 
with the Armistice Service held at our Remembrance Gardens on Saturday and the Royal British 
Legion and Pocklington Pipes & Drum Band led the Driffield Remembrance Parade along Middle 
Street South and Market Place to All Saints Church for the service led by Pastor Rob Case on the 
Sunday. 

December ushered in the Christmas celebrations, and we staged our annual Christmas Festival 
which was Dickensian themed. We began with a market along Market Place and Middle Street 
South and the much requested fairground returned; this was soon followed by the arrival of 
Father Christmas at his grotto at 43 Market Place and the characters of A Christmas Carol 
walked the street entertaining children (and adults alike) with folly and games. The evening 
brought even more visitors to the town for the Christmas light switch on and the All for One 
Choir. The Dickensian theme was very well received and something we are encouraged to 
continue and further through our future Christmas Festivals. 



The start of the new year held our annual Scrambling event on the first working day of the year. 
Dozens of children attended, and more shops than ever before got involved, making it the 
longest trail so far.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow councillors and broader community, for 
volunteering their time and efforts towards a great year of events, along with our Town Clerk, 
Matthew Brown and Assistant Town Clerk, Paula Danby, our Tidy Team, our Town Crier, Brian 
Fairfield and his wife, Driffield in Bloom, Royal British Legion and all of shop owners and staff 
throughout the town: without you none of these events would be possible. 

 

Cllr Ashley Newall 
Events Committee Chair 


