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The Town Council Planning Committee has had another very busy year this year, there have been
many applications as the population is struggling with rising costs of living. Choosing to remain in
their homes and make improvements.

The large developments on the edge of town continue to grow. These homes whilst providing much
required first time buyer properties and new homes for families are causing a lot of controversy.
Mainly due to lack of infrastructure, road layouts, impact on current homes and residents. Also the
developer won the case on the long lane development and the bollards will not go back in to close
the road across the bridal way. This is a massive loss to the town as we hoped to have that closed off
as was in the original plan.

One of the main talking points over the last few years has been the Aldi Development on the Cattle
Market Carpark. There is still not much sign of the new supermarket. As | understand it there is an
issue with the new Carpark development and the culverting of the beck. Hopefully as resolution can
be found that does not harm the beck and the wildlife that frequent it but that can then mean the
supermarket development can move forward.

This year | feel like we have dealt with a lot of tree applications, from crown lifts to full removal. We
do try as a committee to save our trees as much as is sensible to do so. Especially those with a TPO
on. We shall continue to look at these as they come in and be very considerate of the environment.

The development of the new Care home in the centre of the town on the old post office site looks
amazing and will hopefully provide a much required service and a number of jobs in the town.

There has been a lot of discussion regarding the land behind Lockwood Street and residents in the
town are working together to present a possible future for the land. One to watch with interest.

We have been trying to think about areas of the town that need to be aesthetically updated. The
area near the car wash is one we highlighted. We have been thinking to paint the broken grey wall
opposite, however finding and getting in touch with the own has proved difficult. We shall endeavour
and may paint it white anyway.

We have also discussed places we can place another mural, these discussions are ongoing.

We have put our names forward for some replacement bus shelters, the money coming from a grant
and a number of the shelters have been mentioned as possibles for replacement.

We as a Town Council will continue to work for future development and benefit of the town.
ClIr Georgina Lucas

Chair Planning Committee.



