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MINUTES OF THE DRIFFIELD FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Date:  4 November 2025 
Time:  19.00 
Venue:  Council Chamber, The Community Centre, Driffield.   
 
Chair:  Cllr F Smith 
Vice Chair: Cllr A Newall 
 
Present: Councillors F Smith, A Newall, G Lucas, B Smith, S Fletcher, T Watson, G Helliwell,  

M Strath, W Strath, D Goodlad, P Rounding, M Blakeston, M Rogers, C Bekker, Clerk 
M Brown, and Deputy Clerk P Danby.  
 
Cllr Michael Lee also attended 

 
 Risk Assessment & Recording of Meeting 
   
158/25  Public Discussion and Comment (limited to 15 minutes or Chair’s discretion) 
    

None 
 

159/25  Apologies for absence: 
 
  Cllrs S Starrett, J Weaver and the Police 
 
160/25  Declarations of Interest: 

 
None 

 
161/25  Registration of Gifts or Hospitality: 
 

None 
 
162/25 Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations on the Full Town Council 

minutes of 7 October 2025 
 
None 

163/25  Adoption of the Full Town Council Minutes of 7 October 2025 
 

The minutes were proposed by Cllr F Smith, seconded by Cllr Newall and were 
adopted with 11 in favour and 3 abstention.  
 

164/25  Clerks update 
 

The clerk reminded the Council that the first budget setting working group would be 
held on 6 November. The subsequent meeting date would be set at that meeting.  
 
A reminder was also given about Remembrance Sunday and thanks were given to 
those who had offered to give readings, marshal and join the parade.  
 
A further appeal was made for marshals for the Christmas event.  
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A response from ERYC to the letter for a crossing on Scarborough Road had been 
received stating a count would be made to see if a crossing is justified.  
 
With regards to the SID on Riverhead, a reply from ERYC was received stating that 
they feel it is in the best location currently, but latitude could be applied moving 
forward. 
 
The clerk confirmed with the council they where happy for the promotion of the 
small grant fund along with the children and youth fund via any preferred media 
channels as it was felt organisations needed reminding that they existed.  
 
It was reported the replacement bus shelter opposite the former bus station had 
been delayed yet again with a revised delivery date of 24 November.  
 
The clerk confirmed that ERYC had approved the grant request for 2 new bus 
shelters on Bridlington Road, and a replacement shelter for Eastfield Road for 
installation in the new year.  
 
The application for claiming funding for the existing SID’s had been submitted and 
thanks were made to Roni in the office for her assistance with this.  
 
It was reported that the water leaks at the bottom of George Street, and outside 
Yorkshire Trading had finally been repaired. 
 
The Christmas lighting permit had been requested to ERYC and Northern Powergrid.  
 

165/25  Driffield Youth Action update 
 

Cllr Rounding gave a verbal report which would be emailed out to the council.  
 
166/25 To consider a resolution to donate from the small grant fund to the Army Cadet 

Force for 2x laptops.  
 
Cllr Goodlad proposed that due to the funds available in the Children and Youth 
Fund, the monies would be better coming from that pot and that the Cadets would 
be worthy recipients. This was seconded by Cllr Rounding and AGREED with all in 
favour. 
 

167/25 To consider a resolution to form a working group to discuss the viability of a 
“Yorkshire Wolds Food Festival” to be held throughout the Driffield town centre. 

 
 Cllr Watson informed the council that Malton had stopped their food festival and that 

it would be a great idea for Driffield to form its own. This was shared by Cllr Goodlad 
and Cllr Rogers. 

  
 Cllr Goodlad proposed that the subject be moved to the Events and Markets 

committee to discuss the viability of such an event. This was seconded by Cllr Bekker 
and AGREED with all in favour. 
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168/25 Highway Matters 

 
 Cllr Rogers confirmed that he and the other Ward councillors where pursuing 

rectification by ERYC of the ongoing flooding outside the Men in Sheds depot on North 
Street.  

 
 It was reported that bollards have been installed across Long Lane. 
 
 The issues on Cemetery Lane are being looked into by ERYC 
 
 With regards to the new houses being built alongside the bypass – 10 are to be built 

initially, but cannot be sold until the new roundabout has been constructed. 
 
 Cllr Lucas expressed concern over what appears to be a blocked drain alongside 

station gardens that causes flooding on the road and was asked to raise this with ERYC. 
 
 Cllr Lucas remained concerned over the parking along Brook Street and was compiling 

images as evidence for eventual submission to ERYC 
 

169/25 Responsible Financial Officers Report 
 

 This was noted 
 

170/25 Temporary closure of meeting for public discussion and comment 
  

Cllr Rogers expressed thanks to the Council for their financial support of steam rally 
road run and requested this support continue as part of the 2026/27 budget.  
 
Similarly, thanks where also passed for the support of the Millennium Green Trust and 
a request was made for this support to continue as part of the 2026/27 budget. 
 
Cllr Rogers had concern that there had been no movement in decisions on No.43 and 
that it was just going round in circles and needed to move forward as soon as possible 
with some proper proposals.  
 
With regards to The Driffield Beck, Cllr Blakeston informed the Council that ERYC had 
confirmed riparian rights do apply to its ownership. It was also made clear that as it’s 
a chalk stream that leads to an SSSI it is not good practice to do anything until an 
ecological survey has been completed and Cllr Blakeston was pushing ERYC for this to 
happen.  
 
Cllr Blakeston reported that the recently held ASB meeting with attendees including 
the Police, ERYC and PCC went well and he reminded the Council that reporting of all 
crimes was an absolute must. It was also made clear to immediately call 999 if 
necessary or felt threatened.  A further meeting regarding ASB will be held in the new 
year.  
 
Cllr Lee commented that he shared the view on the Police meeting and felt it was 
great to see how much work is being done by the Police. He remarked that the ERYC 
where working on a plan to give the current Care Quality Commission review an 
“adequate” standard. 
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Cllr Rogers suggested to all that they set themselves up to receive the CQC alerts.  
 

171/25 To note the Personnel Committee Minutes of 7 October 2025 
 

  Noted 

 
172/25 To note the Events and Market committee minutes of 1 October 2025 
 

Noted 
 
173/25  To note the Environment and Planning committee minutes 14 October 2025 
 

Noted 
 

174/25 To note the Property and Asset committee minutes of 8 October 2025 
 
Noted 
 

175/25 To note the Environment and Planning committee minutes 28 October 2025 
 

Noted 
 
176/25 Delegates Reports 

None 

177/25 Date of next meeting: 
 

2 December at 7.00pm 
 

 
The meeting closed at 19.50 

 
 
Signed:……………………………………………….   
 
 
 
 
Date:………………………………………………… 
 
 

 
 


