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MINUTES OF THE DRIFFIELD TOWN COUNCIL  
EVENTS AND MARKETS COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Date:  5th November 2025 
Time:  19.05 
Venue:  The Council offices, Market Walk, Driffield 
 
Chair:  Councillor Newall 
Vice Chair: Councillor Watson  
 
Present:    Councillors Ashley Newall, Spencer Fletcher, Gillian Helliwell, Marie Strath, 

William Strath, Fred Smith, Tom Watson and Carla Bekker 
  Michelle Flake (Town Development Officer) 
 
078/25 Public Discussion and Comment (limited to 15 minutes or Chair’s 

discretion)   
    

None 
 
079/25  Apologies for Absence  
   
  None 
 
080/25  Declarations of Interest  
 

None 
 

081/25  Registration of Gifts or Hospitality 
 
  None 
 
082/25  Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations of the   
  Minutes 1st October 2025 

  None 

083/25  Adoption of the Events and Markets Minutes of 1st October 2025 

  Proposed by CLLR G Helliwell, Seconded by CLLR F Smith 

  These were adopted with (8) ALL in favour. 
 
 
084/25  Update on the Remembrance Parade 
  MF reported all arrangements are in place and with the office staff, Tidy 
  Tidy and a couple of other volunteers including CLLR M Strath, there were 
  enough Marshalls for the event.   
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085/25 Update on the Christmas Event  
  

MF requested to allocate volunteer roles for the event. 
Santas Grotto – 3:30 – 18:30 – CLLR M Strath & CLLR W Strath until CLLR S 
Fletcher arrives 
Santas Grotto – 19:15 – 20:00 – CLLR G Helliwell 

  Chaperone the Actors from Rustica – CLLR C Bekker 
  Chaperone the Stilt walkers – CLLR A Newall 
   Floaters around the market and plaza – CLLR S Strath & CLLR G Lucas 
   
  CLLR C Bekker suggested posters be put up signs in No 43 informing parents 
  that Santas Grotto is in Kiplingcotes.  In previous years it has been in 43 so 
  it was felt this was a good idea. 
 
  CLLR G Helliwell & CLLR M Strath to get some sweets/chocolates for the  
  Grotto and a RBL charity box will be on display should anyone wish to  
  donate.   A box will also be put with the Face painting stall as this is a free 
  activity, but parents have often wanted to donate something.  As the RBL 
  is the Mayors chosen charity it was agreed their boxes would be displayed.
   
 
086/25 Resolution to agree to a Christmas Trail – ‘The 12 Days of Christmas’ 
   

 CLLR M Strath & CLLR W Strath have produced a simple trail with the 12 
Days of Christmas to displayed in various businesses including charity shops 
with a small prize being awarded to the winner at the Scrambling event. 
Proposed by CLLR A Newall, seconded by CLLR C Bekker, agreed ALL (8) in 
favour. 
 

087/25  Resolution to agree to order/purchase books for the Summer Event Trail 
  It was proposed by CLLR W Strath that books relating to travel/animals and  
  Countries be purchased from the same supplier as 2025, Clickabook.   

 Seconded by CLLR G Helliwell, , agreed ALL (8) in favour. 
 
                             
088/25  Resolution to agree to set the rates for the Thursday Market 2026/2027 
  It was proposed by CLLR W Strath that the rate structure remains the 

 same as 2024/2025 for the Thursday Market.  Seconded by CLLR F Smith,  
agreed ALL (8) in favour. 

 
089/25 Resolution to agree whether to move forward with the Portaloo hire for 

the summer event 
  It was proposed by CLLR A Newall that due to the high costs involved, the 

council would not move forward with the hire of a Portaloo for the summer 
event. Seconded by CLLR F Smith, agreed ALL (8) in favour. 
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090/25  Resolution to agree to attend Driffield show 2026 and to book two covered 
bays 

   
 CLLR M Strath proposed the Driffield Town Council attends Driffield Show 
2026, with the hire of two covered bays.  Seconded by CLLR A Newall, 
agreed ALL (8) in favour. 

 
 
091/25  Resolution to agree on the Thursday Market Traders Agreement 

CLLR F Smith proposed to move forward with the Thursday Market Traders 
Agreement with the amendments made by CLLR A Newall.  Seconded by 
CLLR W Strath, agreed ALL (8) in favour. 

 
092/25  Discussion on the possibility of an annual Food Festival 

It was suggested that a separate discussion group be set up, and this would 
be made up of any councillor interested in the Food Festival.   
 

093/25  Resolution to hire 2 additional Marshalls from 4 – 8pm (Santas Grotto) 
  CLLR A Newall proposed 2 additional Marshalls be hired from 3:30 pm (kids  
  will start to arrive then) – 8pm.  This is to ensure the safety of the children as  
  they wait in line to see Father Christmas in his Grotto as this section of  

Middle Street South will remain open.  Seconded by CLLR F Smith, agreed 
ALL (8) in favour. 
 

094/25  Discussion on the budget for 2026/2027 
 
  
095/25  Date of next meeting   
 
  Wednesday 3rd December at 7:00 pm 
   
 
 

The meeting closed at 8.30 pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………….. 
 
Date …………………………………….. 
 
Minutes produced by: Michelle Flake 


