Date:
Time:
Venue:

Chair:

Vice Chair:

Present:

131/25

132/25

133/25

134/25

MINUTES OF THE DRIFFIELD FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
7 October 2025
19.00

Council Chamber, The Community Centre, Driffield.

Cllr F Smith
Cllr A Newall

Councillors F Smith, A Newall, G Lucas, B Smith, S Fletcher, T Watson, G Helliwell,

M Strath, W Strath, S Starrett, ] Weaver, D Goodlad, P Rounding, Clerk M Brown,
and Deputy Clerk P Danby.

The Police and resident Barbara Hall also attended.

Risk Assessment & Recording of Meeting

Public Discussion and Comment (limited to 15 minutes or Chair’s discretion)

The Police reported that during September there has been 10 criminal damages, 2
burglaries, 1 drug offence, 5 public order offences, 3 shop thefts, 19 assaults (7 of
which occurred in the home environment) and 9 reports of anti social behaviour.
They also reported that the Summer Plans initiative had now concluded. Crime
reports involving shop theft, personal theft and violence saw a decrease in the town
based on last year. The Halloween and bonfire period is now approaching and the
Policing team will be on duty providing visibility in the town.

Cllr F Smith then presented the armorial shield to Barbara Hall in recognition of her
volunteer services to Driffield. Clir Smith noted Barbara’s dedication to Driffield in
Bloom and Men in Sheds amongst many other organisations in the town.

Barbara then announced that Driffield had won the “Five Roses” Golden Rose award
from Yorkshire In Bloom 2025 and gave thanks to Council, the Tidy Team and many

local businesses for their support.

Paul Hughes, the new member of the Tidy Team felt it appropriate to attend the
meeting and introduced himself to the Council.

Apologies for absence:

Clirs M Rogers, and C Bekker
Declarations of Interest:

None

Registration of Gifts or Hospitality:

None
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138/25

139/25

140/25

Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations on the Full Town Council
minutes of 2 September 2025

None

Adoption of the Full Town Council Minutes of 2 September 2025

The minutes were proposed by Clir F Smith, seconded by ClIr Newall and were
adopted with 10 in favour and 3 abstention.

Clerks update

The clerk made a further plea for marshalls for both remembrance events, and the
Christmas light switch on. ClIrs Lucas and Starrett kindly offered their support for the
Christmas event.

Following the request at the last meeting, it was noted that Network Rail do not
undertake trimming of any vegetation outside of their land. With regards to the
event at the Showfield, ERYC confirmed that no traffic plan had been submitted, but
as the event was being held on private land it was nothing to do with them and that

we should make the Showfield aware — which has been done.

The Clerk reported that an area along the Beck outside Cass Hall had been cleared
and further replies from the Environment Agency had yet to be received.

Paul Hughes, the new Tidy Team member was settling in well.

The damaged bus shelter on Middle Street South was due to be installed today, but
was sadly delayed due to availability issues until 05 November.

The toilets had been kept open for the annual fair, and no damage had been
reported.

A fire training course was due to be booked where the cost was the same for up to
12 people. Once a date had been fixed any spare spaces would be offered to

councillors and then to local charities.

The first budget setting meeting was arranged for Thursday 6 November at 6pm in
the offices on Market Walk.

Driffield Youth Action update

ClIr Rounding explained that no meeting had been held and that a full report would
be given at the next full council meeting.

To note the conclusion of audit for the year ending 31 March 2025
This was noted.

A resolution to purchase a replacement battery charger for the forklift
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To purchase the charger was proposed by ClIr F Smith, seconded by Clir Helliwell, and
AGREED with all in favour.

To consider a resolution to agree the example of the proposed artwork for the
mural for Number 43 Market Place

This was proposed by Cllr Newall, seconded by Clir Watson and AGREED with 12 in
favour and 1 against.

To consider a resolution to meet with representatives from ERYC to explore
potential avenues of support for No.43 Market Place

Clir Blakeston, although not present had been given an opportunity to meet with
ERYC to explore potential avenues of support. It was proposed by ClIr F Smith,
seconded by ClIr Fletcher and AGREED with 12 in favour and 1 abstention to permit
this meeting to take place.

A resolution to decide the commercial model for Number 43 Market Place going
forward —ie, sale, rental or own use

Clir Helliwell felt that No.43 was a drain on the council finances — whatever ends up
happening with the building.

Cllr F Smith proposed to sell the building. This was seconded by ClIr Helliwell. This
proposal was NOT agreed with 4 for, 6 against and 3 abstentions.

Clir Goodlad then asked for confirmation of the suggested rental income and the
clerk gave the figures from the 3 suppliers as requested at the July meeting.

Cllr Rounding reminded the council that the vote had been taken on the resolution
and that no further proposals could be discussed this evening. It was AGREED that
further options on what to do with No. 43 should be taken to the property and asset
committee for discussion and those conclusions brought back to full council to
resolve as soon as possible.

To consider a resolution to write to ERYC to request a crossing be added near the
junctions of Scarborough Road, Windmill Hill and Northfield Road

ClIr Starrett proposed to write to ERYC and let them come up with options relating
to the best crossing position. This was seconded by ClIr F Smith, and AGREED with all

in favour.

To consider a resolution to write to ERYC about the lack of provision of waste bins
around The Chase and surrounding estate

Clir Helliwell reminded the council that should they put bins in one area, that would
lead to potential requests for bins in other areas and escalate the cost accordingly.

The Clerk stated that whilst the cost of the bins was reasonable, the cost of
emptying them was high due to waste disposal and fuel, transport and staffing.
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154/25

It was proposed by Cllr Newall and seconded by Cllr Weaver to write to ERYC about
the provision of extra bins with the addition of also writing to the estate developers.
This was AGREED with all in favour.

Highway Matters

Clir M Strath voiced concern over the placement of the SID on Riverside as it was not
far enough down the road. The Deputy Clerk explained that ERYC mandated the final
position, but that a letter would be written to ask them to consider moving it to the
preferred location

Clir Helliwell raised concern over the potholes on Northfield Road. The clerk reminded
the council that the ability to log pot, along with faulty streetlight, damaged benches
and many other matters can be done online through ERYC.

Clir Helliwell mentioned that the Police had reported issues with the CCTV cameras in
North End Park. The clerk stated that would be raised at the Property and Asset
committee meeting the following evening.

Responsible Financial Officers Report

This was noted

Temporary closure of meeting for public discussion and comment

Noting to report.

To note the Personnel Committee Minutes of 2 September 2025

Noted

To note the Events and Market committee minutes of 3 September 2025

Noted

To note the Environment and Planning committee minutes 9 September 2025
Noted

To note the Property and Asset committee minutes of 10 September 2025

Noted

To note the Environment and Planning committee minutes 23 September 2025

Noted

Delegates Reports
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None

Date of next meeting:

4 November at 7.00pm

Confidential Items — Agree a Resolution as to below:

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted namely the
consideration of the Personnel Committee and staffing, it is advisable in the public
interest for the press and public to be temporarily excluded and they are instructed

to withdraw.

This was proposed by Cllr Newall, seconded by Clir F Smith and AGREED with 12 in
favour and 1 against.

A resolution to allow the clerk in consultation with the Mayor to gift a shield to a
member of the fire brigade for 50 years service

This was proposed by Cllr F Smith, seconded by ClIr Helliwell and AGREED with all in

favour

The meeting closed at 20.10
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