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Present:

063/25

064/25

065/25

066/25

067/25

068/25

069/25

MINUTES OF THE DRIFFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
EVENTS AND MARKETS COMMITTEE MEETING

15 October 2025
19.05
The Council offices, Market Walk, Driffield

Councillor Newall
Councillor Watson

Councillors Ashley Newall, Spencer Fletcher, Gillian Helliwell, Marie Strath,
William Strath, Fred Smith

Michelle Flake (Town Development Officer)

Public Discussion and Comment (limited to 15 minutes or Chair’s
discretion)

None

Apologies for Absence

CLLR C Bekker & CLLR T Watson
Declarations of Interest

None

Registration of Gifts or Hospitality
None

Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations of the
Minutes 3™ September 2025

None
Adoption of the Events and Markets Minutes of 3" September 2025
Proposed by CLLR M Strath, Seconded by CLLR W Strath

These were adopted with (6) ALL in favour.

Resolution to agree to support the Bike Night and put it in the 2026 Budget

It was noted that The Bike Night has potential to bring significant footfall
into the town centre and is a welcome initiative from the TCSG.

Clir A. Newall proposed that FTC be asked to earmark £8,000 at the 2026
budget meeting as a safety net for the event, in case the TCSG/DTC are
unsuccessful in securing a grant.

Seconded by CLLR F Smith, agreed ALL (6) in favour.
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Update on Christmas Garland

MF has made great progress with obtaining permission, with only 3
businesses now waiting for approval. The Tidy Team are to look at the
buildings to see if there is a way to drape the garland or use any existing
fixtures so that they don’t have to add more.

Resolution to agree to employ the services of an external contractor to
provide the services of Marshalls/Security for the Christmas Light switch
on.

It was noted that we struggle every year to find volunteers to help Marshall
our Christmas event and safety is paramount.

CLLR F Smith proposed we secure the services of an external contractor for
the road closure points — 4 Marshalls and 2 Security Staff from 11:00 am
when the road closure begins until 9:00 pm.

Seconded by CLLR G Helliwell, agreed ALL (6) in favour.

Resolution to agree to promote activities taking place at the Methodist
Church on the Christmas Light Switch On.

The Methodist Church has expressed concerns that the Christmas Light
Switch On road closure (Great Driffield Radio stand) may affect their
Christmas event which is taking place on the same evening.

CLLR A Newall proposed that Great Driffield Radio be asked to make
announcements during the evening, and that the church’s event be
advertised on the Discover Driffield website as private event.

It was noted that this will not be promoted as a DTC event, as it is not part of
the Council’s Risk Assessment and will be treated as a separate, privately run
event.

Seconded by CLLR G Helliwell, agreed ALL (6) in favour.

Resolution to agree on activities and performers/acts/services to book for
the Summer 2026 Event.

The summer event activities have proved very popular over the years.

CLLR A Newall proposed the following activities/performers:

Facepainting / Arts & Crafts, 3 Fridays of stories from around the world (with
sand pits) and 3 Fridays of Acts (Magicians / Puppets / Bubbles).

MF to check if we can borrow large outdoor games from the Collective to
use on the plaza.

Seconded by CLLR F Smith, agreed ALL (6) in favour.
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Resolution to agree to allow ERNLLCA to share DTC stall at
Driffield Show 2026

CLLR F Smith proposed to allow ERNLLCA to share the DTC stall (and costs) at
Driffield show 2026.
Seconded by CLLR W Strath, agreed ALL (6) in favour.

Driffield Thursday Market update

It was noted that MF’s efforts have greatly improved Driffield Market over
the past year. Each week now has at least 20 stalls, with a peak of 28 in one
week, and the overall stall pool has increased from 10 to over 30.

Feedback from the residents has been very positive, with comments such as
“the town feels more alive”. Feedback from long-standing stallholders of
over ten years has also been very positive and have expressed their
satisfaction with the increase in footfall. Feedback from TCSG was more
mixed, citing to reduced sales and increased competition on Thursdays.
While the Council wishes to support local independent stores as much as
possible, it was noted that Driffield is historically a market town and the
market exists primarily to serve the residents of Driffield.

Date of next meeting

Wednesday 5™ November at 7:00 pm

The meeting closed at 8.00 pm

Minutes produced by: Michelle Flake
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