MINUTES OF THE DRIFFIELD FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Date: 2 September 2025

Time: 19.00

Venue: Council Chamber, The Community Centre, Driffield.
Chair: Cllr F Smith

Vice Chair: Cllr A Newall

Present: Councillors F Smith, A Newall, G Lucas, B Smith, S Fletcher, T Watson, C Bekker,
G Helliwell, M Blakeston, S Starrett, ] Weaver, P Rounding, Clerk M Brown, and
Deputy Clerk P Danby

Risk Assessment & Recording of Meeting

094/25 Public Discussion and Comment (limited to 15 minutes or Chair’s discretion)
None
095/25 Apologies for absence:

Cllrs W Strath, M Strath, M Rogers, and D Goodlad

096/25 Declarations of Interest:
None
097/25 Registration of Gifts or Hospitality:
None
098/25 Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations on the Full Town Council

minutes of 1 July 2025
None
099/25 Adoption of the Full Town Council Minutes of 1 July 2025

The minutes were proposed by ClIr Lucas, seconded by Clir Newall and were
adopted with 11 in favour and 1 abstention.

100/25 Clerks update

The clerk thanked all councillors who had supported the summer events through the
town that had been very popular.

Ideas for any future grant submissions had been requested from the Council.

The clerk asked for assistance from all councillors at the Christmas lights switch on
and market and asked for councillors to request support from the organisations they
represent and the council support such as the skate park, Men in Sheds, and

Driffield Youth Action.
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101/25

102/25

103/25

104/25

105/25

It was noted that names for the honours list can be summitted at any time, but was
a very lengthy process.

Letters to ERYC regarding Spellowgate and Brook Street had been acknowledged,
but no response had currently been received.

The work at No.43 was almost fully complete.
Driffield Youth Action update

Cllr Rounding apologised for the lack of report which was due to staff sadly being
unwell. The Active summer programme had gone well, and Active Fridays where
continuing.

To consider a resolution to agree the quotation from the artist for the mural on
No.43

A grant for £7300 had been applied for through DIFEY with a matched cost to the
Council of £365. It was noted the works must be completed by the end of the 2025
for the grant fund. The same artist who completed “A Postcard from Driffield” is to be
used to expedite the process considering the tight funding deadline. If the grant
application is unsuccessful, the scale of the project will be scaled down (workshops
and promotional material omitted), bringing the cost to the Council to £3500. It was
also noted about planning permission, if required, this could prove to be an issue due
to the lengthy decision process.

Clir Helliwell proposed to accept the resolution, that was seconded by Clir F Smith,
and AGREED with all in favour.

To consider a resolution to agree revised market rates for none income generating
stall holders

After deliberation it was decided to set the maximum number of times a charity can
have a stand on the market at 4 times a year, and that charges for none income

generating stall holders should remain at the standard rate.

This was proposed by Clir Lucas, seconded by Clir F Smith, and AGREED with 7 in
favour, 4 against, and 1 abstention.

To consider a request from the Driffield Masonic Hall for funding support for fire
monitoring and suppression improvements from the Small Grant Fund

Clir Starrett proposed to decline the request, which was seconded by ClIr Helliwell
and AGREED with 11 in favour, and 1 abstention

To consider a request from the Driffield Masonic Hall for funding support for a
Burns Night event from the Small Grant Fund

Clir B Smith proposed to decline the request, which was seconded by Cllr Lucas and
AGREED with 12 in favour
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106/25

107/25

108/25

109/25

110/25

111/25

To consider a request from the Driffield Bowls Festival for funding support for the
festival from the Small Grant Fund (emailed)

Clir A Newall proposed to decline the request, which was seconded by Clir F Smith
and AGREED with 12 in favour

It was noted for the clerk to ensure the organisers of the festival know to ensure any
future request is submitted promptly.

A resolution to agree to apply for grant funding to replacement bus shelters

The deputy clerk informed the council that the initial grant was based on a match
funding offer from ERYC. However, this subsequently changed to a fully funded
offer.

The resolution was proposed by Clir Newall, seconded by ClIr Watson and AGREED
with all in favour

A resolution to approve, in accordance with Financial Regulation 7.9, the
continuation of variable direct debit payments and contracts for utilities and
regular services for two years.

This was proposed by Clir Watson, seconded by Clir Bekker and AGREED with all in
favour

To consider a resolution to agree the following risk assessments: Christmas
Market, Penny Scrambling, Emptying bins/refuse removal, managing public
conveniences, beck clearance, general maintenance of parish paths, maintenance
of street furniture (bus shelters, signs), installation of equipment and basic
maintenance, town clock maintenance, gritting areas of Driffield, set up and
removal of Christmas lights, pest control/baiting in general areas

It was proposed by Cllr Newall to agree all the assessments which was seconded by
Clir Helliwell and agreed with all in favour

A resolution to agree hire charges for Driffield Town Councillors/ ERYC Driffield
and Rural Ward Councillors on the use of the Market Walk meeting room, and Cass

Hall for nonprofit making Driffield/Little Driffield residential meetings events.

For the room to be provided FOC, was proposed by ClIr B Smith, seconded by Clir
Bekker and AGREED with all in favour

A resolution to agree the how the maintenance and cleaning of the Driffield
Bunker interpretation board should be completed.

Clir Blakeston proposed the board should be cleaned annually by the Tidy Team. This
was seconded by Cllr Rounding and AGREED with all in favour
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112/25

113/25

114/25

115/25

116/25

A resolution to write to Network Rail over the lack of attention regarding invasive
plants to gardens on EIm Road

Clir Blakeston proposed the letter to be sent, which was seconded by Clir Lucas and
AGREED with all in favour

A resolution to agree a form to be submitted to the office for requesting items to
be added to all agendas

ClIr Lucas felt this was not necessary and that an email should suffice as this would
give a name, date, and time stamp. Cllr Rounding also felt that a simple call to the
office should be acceptable.

ClIr Starrett proposed that all future agenda submissions should be in the form of an
email. This was seconded by Cllr B Smith, and AGREED with 10 in favour and 2
against.

A resolution to agree the extension of opening times to the Cross Hill public
conveniences when events are on in the town or Cross Hill car park including the
provision of a member of staff to be present.

Clir Helliwell stated that the toilets are for the people of Driffield and Clir Blakeston
agreed.

After deliberation it was proposed by CliIr Lucas, and seconded by ClIr F Smith to
move the issue to the Property and Asset committee to resolve after further
specifics on event types and costings had been found. This was AGREED with all in
favour.

To consider a resolution to agree the amended investment strategy

The clerk informed the Council that the bank initially of interest for investment did
not want the business and so would be moving forward with Barclays.

This was proposed by Cllr Newall, seconded by Clir Lucas and AGREED with all in
favour

Highway Matters

Clir Blakeston had received many complaints from residents on Bracken Road about
parking following a privately run event on the Showfield where charges where being
made for parking. Cllr Blakeston asked the clerk to write to ERYC to see if a traffic
management plan had been submitted for the event.

ClIr Starrett was concerned over the amount of growth in The Beck along the side of
East Gate car park to Brook Street, and that it should be at least trimmed. It was felt
that due to riparian rights we would be able to work on the area outside Cass Hall and
the clerk was to ask the Tidy Team for assistance. The clerk explained he had taken
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117/25

118/25

119/25

120/25

121/25

122/25

123/25

124/25

125/25

126/25

127/25

the issue up with ERYC in 2023 and was told to refer it to the EA who explained they
would only tackle the issue in the event of flood.

Clir Blakeston offered to take the issue up with ERYC

Responsible Financial Officers Report

This was noted

Temporary closure of meeting for public discussion and comment

Clir Blakeston thanked former Mayor Clir Lucas for her chosen Mayoral charity
donation to the Wold Rangers Way which was used in conjunction with a donation

from the Horace Taylor Trust to fund a defibrillator.

Cllr Blakeston also informed the Council of a note from the Interim Chief Executive of
ERYC stating that ERYC had not received any request for a “change of use” on The Bell.

To note the Personnel committee minutes of 1 July 2025

Noted

To note the Events and Markets committee minutes of 2 July 2025

Noted

To note the Environment and Planning Committee Minutes of 8 July 2025
Noted

To note the Property and Asset Committee Minutes of 9 July 2025

Noted

To note the Environment and Planning Committee Minutes of 22 July 2025
Noted

To note the Extraordinary Personnel committee minutes of 1 August 2025
Noted

Delegates Reports

None

Date of next meeting:

7 October 2025 at 7.00pm

Confidential Items — Agree a Resolution as to below:
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128/25

129/25

130/25

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted namely the
consideration of the Personnel Committee and staffing, it is advisable in the public
interest for the press and public to be temporarily excluded and they are instructed
to withdraw.

This was proposed by Cllr Newall, seconded by Clir F Smith and AGREED with all in
favour.

To consider a resolution to procure the services of AM Safety Services

This was proposed by ClIr Rounding, seconded by ClIr Lucas and AGREED with all in
favour

A resolution to agree nationally agreed pay rises backdated to 1 April 2025

This was proposed by Cllr Rounding, seconded by ClIr Lucas and AGREED with all in
favour

A resolution to agree the quote for works to be carried out on the trees at Fawcett
Gardens

This was proposed by Cllr F Smith, seconded by ClIr Lucas and AGREED with all in

favour

The meeting closed at 20.50
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