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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF DRIFFIELD FULL TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Date:  6 May 2025 
Time:  19.00 
Venue:  Council Chamber, The Community Centre, Driffield.   
 
Chair:  Cllr F Smith 
Vice Chair: Cllr A Newall 
 
Present: Councillors G Lucas, F Smith, M Rogers, B Smith, S Fletcher, A Newall, W Strath, M 

Strath, C Bekker, P Rounding, T Watson, D Goodlad, M Blakeston,  
G Helliwell, S Starrett, Clerk M Brown, and Deputy Clerk P Danby 

 
Risk Assessment & Recording of Meeting 

 
Cllr Lucas thanked all the Council and staff for their support through her Mayoral 
year. Cllr Rogers thanked Cllr Lucas on behalf of the Council and her doing Driffield 
proud.   

 
PSCO Watson from the Police explained there had been 5 reports of damage, 4 
burglaries, 13 public order offences, 2 thefts, 12 assaults and 9 ASBO’s. The Police 
had worked to attend all Council run events across the town. The Police reminded all 
in attendance to keep reporting crime 

   
001/25  Election of Chair (Mayor) 
    
  Cllr F Smith was proposed by Cllr Lucas and seconded by Cllr Newall and was 
  duly elected Mayor/Chair with all in favour. 
 
  Cllr F Smith thanked the council for their support.  

 
002/25  Execution of the Mayor’s Declaration of Office 

 
This was completed and signed. 
 

003/25  Election of Vice Chair (Deputy Mayor) 
    
  Cllr Newall was proposed by Cllr Starrett and seconded by Cllr M Strath and was 
  duly elected Vice Chair with all in favour. 

 
004/25  Apologies for absence: 
 
  None 
 
005/25  Declarations of Interest: 

 
None 

 
006/25  Registration of Gifts or Hospitality: 
 

None 
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007/25  Resolution of Monthly Meetings of the Town Council 

 
It was proposed by Cllr Rounding for the town council meet on the first Tuesday of 
the month at 7.00pm with the exception of August.  This was seconded by Cllr 
Blakeston and AGREED with all in favour. 
 
Cllr Lucas proposed that the Environment and Planning committee, in addition to 
meeting on the 2nd Tuesday of the month to also meet on the 4th Tuesday of the 
month to meet the planning submission timeline requirements of ERYC. This was 
seconded by Cllr F Smith and AGREED with all in favour. 
 

008/25  Resolution for the formation of Standing Committees 
 
A - Environment and Planning Committee  
 
Cllr F Smith 
Cllr A Newall 
Cllr T Watson 
Cllr B Smith 
Cllr C Bekker 
Cllr G Lucas 
Cllr S Starrett 
Cllr D Goodlad 
 
Cllr F Smith proposed the committee that was seconded by Cllr Newall and was 
AGREED with all in favour. 
 
B - Events and Markets Committee 
 
Cllr F Smith 
Cllr A Newall 
Cllr G Helliwell 
Cllr S Fletcher 
Cllr T Watson 
Cllr M Strath 
Cllr B Strath 
Cllr C Bekker 
 
Cllr Newall proposed the committee that was seconded by Cllr Bekker and was 
AGREED with all in favour. 
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C - Property and Asset Committee 
 
Cllr F Smith 
Cllr A Newall 
Cllr B Smith 
Cllr M Rogers 
Cllr S Fletcher 
Cllr G Lucas 
Cllr C Bekker 
Cllr P Rounding 
 
Cllr F Smith proposed the committee that was seconded by Cllr M Strath and was 
AGREED with all in favour. 
 
D – Appeals Committee 
 
Cllr F Smith 
Cllr S Fletcher 
Cllr G Helliwell 
Cllr D Goodlad 

 
Cllr Rogers proposed the committee that was seconded by Cllr Newall and was 
AGREED with all in favour. 
 
E – Personnel Committee 
 
Cllr B Smith 
Cllr P Rounding 
Cllr C Bekker 
Cllr G Lucas 
 
Cllr F Smith proposed the committee that was seconded by Cllr M Strath and was 
AGREED with all in favour. 
 

009/25  Resolution for councillors to be appointed to Committees formed 
 
This was proposed by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Newall and AGREED with all in 
favour 
 

010/25  Resolution for appointment of councillors to the Working Groups that may arise 
  over the council year 

 
This was proposed by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Rounding and AGREED with all in 
favour 
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011/25  To Appoint Delegates: 

 
(a) ERNLLCA      Cllr F Smith 

       Vacancy 
   

This was proposed by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Newall and AGREED with all in 
favour 

 
(b) Community Centre Management Committee Cllr Rounding 

         Cllr Newall 
 

This was proposed by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Lucas and AGREED with all in 
favour 

 
(c) Yorkshire Coast Community Rail Partnership Cllr Blakeston 

        Vacancy 

This was proposed by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr F Smith and AGREED with all in 
favour 
 
(d) Driffield Youth Action     Cllr Rounding 

       Vacancy 
 

This was proposed by Cllr Lucas, seconded by Cllr Bekker and AGREED with all in 
favour 

 
(e) Healthy Towns (Alfred Bean Project Group)  Cllr Blakeston 
       Vacancy 
 
This was proposed by Cllr Lucas, seconded by Cllr Rogers and AGREED with all in 
favour 
 

012/25  To appoint the Responsible Financial Officer 
 
Cllr Rogers proposed for the clerk, Matthew Brown to be the RFO. This was 
seconded by Cllr Newall and was AGREED with all in favour. 
 

013/25  To appoint four members of the Town Council to be authorised to sign cheques on 
 the Councils behalf and to agree 2 signatures are required to validate cheques and 
 online payments 

 
Cllr Rogers Porposed that the current Cllrs A Newall, F Smith, B Smith and C Bekker 
remain as signatories and that 2 signatures are required. This was seconded by Cllr 
Helliwell and AGREED with all in favour. 
 

014/25 Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations on the Full Town Council 
minutes of 1 April 2025 
 
None 
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015/25  Adoption of the Full Town Council Minutes of 1 April 2025 
 

The minutes were proposed by Cllr Newall, seconded by Cllr B Smith and were 
adopted with all in favour. 
 

016/25 Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations on the Annual Parish Meeting 
minutes of 1 April 2025 
 
None 

017/25  Adoption of the Annual Parish Meeting minutes of 1 April 2025 
 

The minutes where proposed by Cllr Lucas, seconded by Cllr M Strath and were 
adopted with all in favour. 
 

018/25  Clerks update 
 

The Clerk reported that work on No.43 was progressing well and that photos 
showing the works had been emailed to the Council.  
 
The improvements to Market Walk had now been completed with lots of interest in 
rental of the boxes. 
 
The Clerk passed thanks to everyone who had assisted at Driffield Classic Car 
Sunday. It had been a complete success. The next event would be VE Day 80 where 
in addition to the proclamation and beacon lighting at the Church, a themed market 
would also be put on.  
 
The Millennium Clock would be taken down for refurbishment on Monday 12 May. 
 
Work had started on the update to the Driffield Town Council main website that 
would be looked after by the Events and Markets committee. 
 
Regarding the Men in Sheds building flooding, ERYC had been in touch and are due 
to complete survey work regarding drainage outside the building and will update in 
due course.  
 
The Community Payback team are working along Windmill Hill.  
 
The CCTV system was now back up and running with a few exceptions that where 
being worked on.  
 

019/25  Driffield Youth Action update 
 

Cllr Rounding reported that the reports submitted by Lisa would be sent out to the 
Council by the office on receipt.  
 

020/25 To consider a resolution to agree the allotment risk assessment 
 
 This was proposed by Cllr Rogers and seconded by Cllr M Strath and agreed with 14 in 

favour and 1 abstention.  
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021/25 To consider a resolution to for the Council to recognise by award the vision, hard 
work, and determination of the senior management team of Great Driffield AFC 

 
 Cllr Blakeston informed the Council of the Council of the excellent win against Hull 

United and that as Discover Driffield where a sponsor it would be good to recognise 
the milestone and work of Jim Laird and Dave Lawson for their work in bringing the 
teams together. Cllr Rogers shared this view. 

 
 In addition, it was felt a Driffield Town Council cup should be donated to Great Driffield 

AFC for them to award to a youngster. 
 
 This was proposed by Cllr Blakeston, seconded by Cllr Rogers and AGREED with all in 

favour. 
 
 Cllr Blakeston offered to work with the Clerk in arranging a suitable award and cup.  

 
022/25 Highway Matters 
 
  Regarding the new Mayor of Hull and East Yorkshire, Luke Campbell, Cllr Rounding 

felt it would be a good opportunity for the Council to highlight by letter all the major 
road issues in the town directly to him. It was proposed that Councillors should send 
a list of all road issues to the clerk for the office to forward to Luke. It was also 
suggested that Luke be invited by the Council to discuss his vision for the area.  

 
This was proposed by Cllr Rounding, seconded by Cllr Rogers and AGREED with all in 
favour 
 
Cllr Starrett asked if any reply had been received to the Allotment Lane/Cemetery 
Lane letter. As no reply had been received a further letter was to be sent to Anne 
Handley and Alan Menzies.  
 
This was proposed by Cllr Rounding, seconded by Cllr Rogers and AGREED with all in 
favour 
 
Cllr Goodlad was concerned by the “double parking” continually happening outside a 
local fish restaurant in the town and that a letter should be sent to them asking this 
to please stop. 
  
This was proposed by Cllr Goodlad, seconded by Cllr Helliwell, and AGREED with 14 in 
favour and 1 abstention. 
 

023/25 Temporary closure of meeting for public discussion and comment 

  
Cllr Rogers had received a request from the Trustees of Sykes Lodge for a letter 
from DTC to show support for a grant to carry out remedial works to improve, 
amongst other things, disabled access. The clerk was asked to send this letter 
out. 
 
Cllr Rogers also noted how well the market was doing and thanked the office 
and Tidy Team for their work on that.  
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024/25 To note the Personnel committee minutes of 1 April 2025 
 

  Noted 
 
025/25 To note the Events and Markets committee minutes of 2 April 2025 
 

Noted 
 
026/25  To note the Environment and Planning Committee Minutes of 8 April 2025 

 
Noted 
 

027/25 To note the Extraordinary Environment and Planning Committee Minutes of 29 April 
2025 

 
Noted 
 

028/25 To note the Property and Asset Committee Minutes of 9 April 2025 
 
Noted 
 

029/25 Responsible Financial Officers Report 
 

 This was proposed by Cllr Helliwell, seconded by Cllr Newall, and AGREED with all in 
favour. 
 

030/25 Delegates Reports 
 
None 

 
031/25 Date of next meeting: 
 

3 June 2025 at 7.00pm 
 
032/25   Confidential Items – Agree a Resolution as to below: 
 

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted namely the 
consideration of the Personnel Committee and staffing, it is advisable in the public 
interest for the press and public to be temporarily excluded and they are instructed 
to withdraw. 
 
This was proposed by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Lucas and AGREED with all in 
favour. 

 
033/25  To consider a resolution to select a quote for the essential repairs to Cass Hall Roof 
   

Cllr Blakeston proposed the quote from Graham Jackson. This was seconded by Cllr 
Rogers and AGREED with all in favour. 
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034/25  To consider a resolution to agree the insurance premium for the 2025/26 year 
   

This was proposed by Cllr Newall, seconded by Cllr Lucas, and AGREED with all in 
favour. 
 
The meeting closed at 20.20 

 
 
Signed:……………………………………………….   
 
 
 
 
Date:………………………………………………… 
 
 

 
 


