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MINUTES OF THE DRIFFIELD FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Date:  7th January 2025 
Time:  19.00 
Venue:  Council Chamber, The Community Centre, Driffield.   
 
Chair:  Cllr G Lucas 
Vice Chair: Cllr F Smith 
 
Present: Councillors M Rogers, S Fletcher, A Newall, T Watson, S Starrett, W Strath, M Strath, 

M Blakeston, C Bekker, G Lucas, F Smith, B Smith, K Stack, G Helliwell, D Goodlad 
 
197/25  Public Discussion and Comment (limited to 15 minutes or Chair’s discretion)  
  
   Humberside police attended and gave the following update 
 
  The crime statistics for December 24 in the Driffield and Rural area. 
 

4 Criminal Damage 
2 Burglaries 
3 Drug offences 
4 Public order offences 
1 Shop theft  
15 Assaults 
7 reports of Antisocial behaviour 
 
Other points to note were 
 
Inspector Ian Foster has replaced Andy Beadman as the new Neighbourhood 
Policing Inspector for our area. 
 
Driffield Neighbourhood Policing Team NPT continue to support operation Gallilo 
(assisting the Rural Task Force) most Sundays within the winter months. 
 
Driffield NPT continue to attend community groups to engage with people in the 
town.  
 
The police have put together an events calendar for the year to ensure at most of 
the events there is a police presence. 
 
Driffield NPT have carried out a bike marking event on Driffield Market at the 
beginning of December. 
 
Driffield NPT have assisted with the recent Scrambling event held in the town centre 
 
Driffield NPT conducted another successful Drugs Dog Operation during December. 

 
  
198/25  Apologies for Absence  
 
  None received 
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199/25  Declarations of Interest  
   

Councillor S Starrett declared a non-pecuniary interest in Confidential Minute 3 as 
he is a Lockwood Street resident 
Councillor T Watson declared a non-pecuniary interest in Confidential Minute 3 as 
he is a member of the Friends of Driffield Sustainable Park 
Councillor M Blakeston declared a non-pecuniary interest in Minute Number 211/25 
as he is a trustee of Men in Sheds 
Councillor A Newall declared a non-pecuniary interest in Confidential Minute 3 as he 
is a member of the Friends of Driffield Sustainable Park and Minute Number 212/25 
as he resides at Riverhead 
Councillor S Fletcher declared a non-pecuniary interest in Minute Number 213/25 as 
he has links with Kings Mill School 

  
200/25  Registration of Gifts or Hospitality 
 
  None 
  
201/25  Presentation to retiring Driffield Town Crier Brian Fairfield 
 

A presentation was made to Brian and his wife. Brian gave a short speech of thanks 
  
202/25  Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations of the Town Council  Minutes  

3rd December 2024 (enc) 
 
A few changes were required to be made and therefore the minutes will be re 
submitted to the 4th of February 2025 meeting 

203/25  Adoption of the Town Council Minutes of 3rd December 2024 (enc) 

  To be re considered at the meeting on the 4th of February 2025 

204/25 To ask members to agree a resolution to use Dalby’s for the planting of summer 
bedding 

This is supported and agreed by Councillors as this firm is the nearest local to us that 
can provide both the quantity and quality of plants required. 

 
205/25  Clerks Update 
 

The Council has received a very kind donation of £1000 from Mr and Mrs 
Stephenson following the recent passing of their daughter.  

They wished the money to be ear marked for the maintenance of the defibrillators 
in the town centre for the next year.  

The money has been given now, and I would like to send them a letter of thanks 
from the Town Council. 

Councillors agreed a letter to be sent from all to say a big thank you for their 
kindness. 
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It has been a very busy time over the last month with budget setting and the recent 
meeting held last Thursday evening. 

The new office boiler has been installed down Market Walk. 

Cass Hall has had its new hearing aid loop, 5.1 digital surround system, Microphone, 
conference camera, blue tooth, projector, screen and chrome cast installed. The 
remaining sound deadening Pannels will go in next week. It will be paid for by grant 
when the money is claimed back. 

We are making some progress with Peninsula, but this continues to be slower than 
anticipated and an additional high volume of work to become fully operational. We 
continue to be grateful to the Personnel Committee for their support on this matter. 

 
206/25 To note the findings of the interim internal audit for the year ended 31st March 

2025 (emailed) 
   
  The findings were noted 
 
207/25  Consider the possibility of replacement of a fixed bollard to removable bollard on 

Beckside to facilitate a change in the direction of traffic on event days 
  
 Councillor Watson stated that the replacement of the fixed bollard with a removable 

bollard would allow traffic to loop round Brook Street and King Street so the section 
of Middle Street South can then be closed for an event. In previous times Iceland 
had allowed the use of their private connecting road but have in recent times not 
allowed it to be used. 

 
 Councillor Blakeston stated that the East Riding Council was installing electric 

charging points in the same area where the bollards are. For the East Riding to 
obtain funding the charging points were only allowed to be on the street and not 
within either public or private car parks. 

 
 It was agreed that a letter would be sent to the East Riding Council seeking clarity if 

this area is to be used for EV charging and if a removable bollard can be installed. 
 
  It was also agreed that a letter would be sent to Iceland asking if the private road 

can once again be used. 
 
208/25  Healthy Towns Update 
 
  None given as a meeting had not taken place 

 
209/25  Driffield Youth Action update 
   
  None as councillor not present. 
 
210/25  Number 43 update 

Mr Newlove a local builder had been asked to revisit the building following his quote 
for the work a year ago. Although waiting for his quote he had stated that the labour 
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costs are not likely to have increased by much but the material costs will have 
increased considerably. 

211/25 Driffield Men in Sheds – Flooding issue (emailed)  
 
 Councillor Blakeston explained that the men in sheds have been flooded once again 

within their depot which is owned by the Town Council. Councillors reviewed the 
photos which had been circulated. 

 
 It was agreed not to charge the Men in Sheds for their next 2 quarters of rent to 

allow them to use the money to improve the drainage within their site. 
 

It was agreed to write to the East Riding Council and ask them to review their 
drainage of this area as it was surface water from the road which contributed to the 
situation which occurred. 

 
 
212/25 To consider a resolution to write to the Driffield Navigation Trust about the level 

of water in the canal and use of non original mooring bollards (emailed) 
 
 Residents of the Riverside area and other concerned residents have contacted the 

Town Council to raise concerns regarding the level of water in the canal and its low 
levels. Residents felt it was the by wash being left open at the lock which was 
causing the problem and that the water was being let through to allow small boats 
to use the water at the canal head.  

 
They stated that antisocial behaviour was occurring because the water was shallow 
now and easy to access. They also were concerned that bricks which have been 
under water for over 100 years were now exposed to the elements. 

 
 The Councillors explained that they have no power to enforce the Navigation Trust 

to raise the levels of the water. 
 

It was agreed a letter would be sent to the Navigation Trust and express resident’s 
concern 

 
213/25 To consider a resolution to make a donation from the small grant fund to Kings 

Mill School to support their wish to hire the stage at Hull Truck Theatre (emailed) 
 
 A request has been made from Kings Mill School for a small grant towards their wish 

to hire the stage at Hull Truck Theatre and allow the children to perform on stage for 
their parents. 

 
 It was agreed that the request did not give enough detail of what was being requested 

and how much it would be and therefore a letter to be written asking for further 
details. 

 
214/25  Highway Matters: 

 
Update on concerns regarding speeding and parking issues in the town centre 
(enc) 
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The update has been circulated, and it was agreed that the response from the East 
Riding Council was not adequate in the amount of information written. Therefore, it 
was agreed that the Deputy Clerk write a further letter to the East Riding Council 
asking for further information. 
 

  Update on progress obtaining SID’s 
 

The East Riding Council was asked for an update. They responded to state that they 
had 6 weeks to respond to us as per their earlier correspondence and therefore as 
we were only in week 4 there would not be a further response for another 2 weeks. 

 
Any other Highway issues 
 
There were no additional matters to discuss 
 

215/25 Responsible Financial Officer’s Report (enc) 
 

Agreed all in favour 
   
216/25  Temporary closure of meeting for public discussion and comment 
 
 No comments made 
 
217/25 To note the Events and Market Committee 4th December 2024 (emailed) 
 
 Noted 
 
218/25 To note the Environment and Planning committee minutes of 10th December 2024 

(emailed) 
 

  Noted 
 
219/25 To note the Property and Asset committee minutes of 11th December 2024 

(emailed) 
 
 Noted 
 
220/25 Delegates Reports 
 
  Noted 
 
221/25 To consider a resolution to agree the precept for the financial year 2025/2026 
 
 It was considered that a new member of the Tidy Team is required due to the 

higher-than-expected level of duties the remaining three staff members are required 
to undertake. There had been no allowance made in the budget for 2025/2026. 

.  
To start the recruitment process now would likely mean a new member of staff 
arriving in May or June of this year. 
 
Therefore, a full year’s wages would not need to be found.   
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It was agreed to recruit a fourth member of the Tidy Team and to use savings and 
reserves as necessary to pay the wages for the next financial year. 

 
It was agreed to also explore the use of an apprentice as well as the additional post. 
 
The Deputy Clerk to make contact with appropriate bodies to find out what is 
involved in the process of taking on an apprentice. 
 
It was agreed with all in favour that the recommended budget and precept for 
2025/2026 be approved. 

 
222/25 Date of next meeting: 
 
 4th February 2025 at 7pm 
 
Confidential items – agree a resolution as to below: 
 
In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted namely the consideration 
of the Personnel Committee and staffing, it is advisable in the public interest for the press and public 
to be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.  This was agreed with all in favour.  

  
 

1. To note the Personnel Committee Minutes of 2nd January 2025 
 
Noted 

 
2. To receive a verbal update from Cllr P Rounding on staffing. 
 

Councillor Rounding was not present at the meeting. 
 

3. To consider a resolution to investigate the possibility of purchasing land at Lockwood 
Street Driffield (report e mailed) 

 
The Deputy Clerk read a statement from the East Riding Council stating that the land off 
Lockwood Street and an associated piece of land would be coming to the market in 
January. 
 
It is likely the land will be sold as building land. 
 
Councillor Watson explained that he had been supplied with information from the East 
Riding Council that the land was probably going to be sold as none development land at a 
much cheaper price. 
 
It was agreed by 9 votes with 3 votes against and 3 abstentions that a letter would be 
written to the East Riding Council expressing our interest in the land when it comes up for 
sale. 
 

 
Mayors Engagements 
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11th December  Driffield Probus Christmas Party  (Deputy Mayor attended)  
11th December  Alec Hall Festive Evening (Mayor attended) 
 
 
Paula Danby 
 
Deputy Town Clerk 

 
 
Signed:……………………………………………….   
 
 
 
Date:………………………………………………… 


