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MINUTES OF THE DRIFFIELD FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Date:  4th February 2025 
Time:  19.00 
Venue:  Council Chamber, The Community Centre, Driffield.   
 
Chair:  Cllr G Lucas 
Vice Chair: Cllr F Smith 
 
Present: Councillors G Lucas, F Smith, M Blakeston, G Helliwell, K Stack, M Rogers, B Smith, S 

Fletcher, A Newall, D Goodlad, S Starrett, W Strath, M Strath, C Bekker, P Rounding, 
Clerk M Brown, and Deputy Clerk P Danby 

 
Members from Driffield & District Skate and BMX Park and two additional members 
of the public where also present. In addition, Inspector Foster, and Sergeant 
Kirkwood of the Police also attended.  

 
223/25  Public Discussion and Comment (limited to 15 minutes or Chair’s discretion)  
    

The Police reported 5 cases of criminal damage, no burglaries, 1 drug offence, 7  
 public and 13 shop thefts and 13 assaults. 

 
Enrichment activities are ongoing – specifically cycle awareness and road safety.  

 
A member of the public felt that consideration needs to be given to submission of a 

 resident name for the 2026 East Riding Chairmans Award. 
 

Members from Driffield & District Skate and BMX Park explained that children from 
 1 in age are able to attend and that they are working with Kings Mill school and the 
 cricket club amongst others. Families visit the park, and go on to visit the town. They 
 need support to try and keep the cost at £1 per session that includes the loan of 
 equipment and coaching.  

 
 
224/25  Apologies for Absence  
 

Cllr T Watson 
   
225/25  Declarations of Interest  
   

233/25 - Cllr W Strath – None pecuniary interest 
234/25 - Cllr Fletcher – Pecuniary interest 
234/25 - Cllr Rounding – None pecuniary interest 
247/25 - Cllr Blakeston – Pecuniary interest 

 
226/25  Registration of Gifts or Hospitality 
 

None 
 
227/25  Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations of the Town Council  Minutes  

7th January 2025  
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Confidential Item point 3 – It was made clear that the letter was to express our 

 interest to be kept informed of any updates. This was agreed with all in favour 
 

228/25  Adoption of the Town Council Minutes of 7th January 2025 (enc) 

These were adopted with 14 in favour and 1 abstention 
 
229/25  Clerks Update 
 

The clerk thanked the councillors, the office team, and tidy team for their support 
 whilst he has been off. Thanks where also past to Claire Binnington.  

 
It was reported that the fixed wire test at the Skerne Park depot was completed. Fire 

 risk assessments across all sites had now been completed and remedial work would 
 be required in certain cases. Cass Hall roof was reported to be leaking and quotes 
 where being sourced. A broken window at No.43 was replaced.  

 
A long time hirer of the Market Walk meeting room have moved their hub to the 

 library as DTC staff where not available to always be on site at the same time as   
their singular member of staff which they say caused them a security issue. 

 
230/25  Healthy Towns Update 
 

Cllr Blakeston explained that the next meeting is to be held in March when a further 
 update will be given 

 
231/25  Driffield Youth Action update 
 

A verbal update was given by Cllr Rounding who said that DYA was reasonably quiet, 
but attendance was picking up 

 
232/25 Environment and Planning Committee – Consider co-option of one further 

Councillor to fill existing vacant place 
 

Cllr G Helliwell was elected with all in favour to join this committee.  
 
233/25 To consider a resolution to provide the Town Crier with administrative support 

following his attendance at the Driffield Sustainable Park campaign meeting 
 

After discussion, including a statement read by the clerk from Cllr Watson it was 
concluded that any invites for the Town Crier to attend events should come through 
the office in the same way they do for the Mayor. This was agreed with 10 for, 4 
against, and 1 abstention 

 
234/25 To consider a resolution to earmark and agree a sum from the Children and Youth 

Fund (25/26 budget) to the Driffield Skate & BMX Park (see enc) 

 
Cllr Starrett felt that mainstream sports are covered and that there is a need to push 

 for other activates for Children and youth in Driffield and proposed that a sum of 
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 £9000 be earmarked. This was not carried with 4 in favour, 6 against and 5  
 abstentions.  

 
Cllr Newall proposed £5000 be earmarked. This was agreed with 14 in favour and 1 

 abstention 
 
235/25 To consider the adoption of a set of Terms of Reference for the Children and Youth 

Fund (draft emailed) 

 
Cllr Newall put the draft terms together for all Cllrs and was thanked for this. Cllr 
Rogers felt that the funding limit needed to be removed and this was shared by Cllr 
Goodlad. Cllr Blakeston said that the wording needed to be updated to state Driffield 
and Little Driffield.  

 
These changes where agreed and that a further draft would be needed for the next 
meeting which Cllrs Newall and Goodlad would look at.  

 
Cllr Newall offered to put a similar terms of reference together for the Small Grant 

 Fund with Cllr Goodlad offered to assist with.   
 
236/25 To consider a resolution to give a donation from the Small Grant Fund (24/25) to the 

Driffield Ukulele Band 
 

A letter requested further information on what the grant was for was sent, but no 
 reply had been received. It was agreed with 14 for and 1 abstention to not proceed 
 with the donation 

 
237/25  Highway Matters: 

Update on progress obtaining SID’s 
  
The Deputy Clerk reported that no reply from ERYC as to whether the qualification 
criteria had been achieved had been received meaning that no update was available.  
 
Cllr Blakeston offered to make contact with ERYC to try and establish what was 
happening.  

 
Any other highway issues 

 
Cllr Starrett informed the Council of cars parking on the footpath from the bottom 

 of Lockwood Street to B&M which can prove difficult to navigate for a pedestrian. 
 Cllr Blakeston explained that legislation was coming regarding parking on verges. 

 
Cllr Rogers reminded everyone of the state of Spellowgate and encouraged  

 everyone to drop pins on the ERYC pothole website highlighting the issues. 
 

Cllr Blakeston said he was supporting businesses by trying to get ERYC to move the 
 start time of the Skerne road surface repair time from 7pm to 9pm. 

 
Cllr F Smith requested for Community Payback to be contacted to see if they could 

 assist in clearing the footpath from encroaching grass along the route from North 
 Street to Scarborough Road.    
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238/25 Responsible Financial Officer’s Report including Budget Exceptions (emailed) & 

Earmarked Reserve Report (enc) 
 

The report was adopted with all in favour 
 
239/25  Temporary closure of meeting for public discussion and comment 
   
  Cllr Stack reminded the Council of the importance of being respectful of the Chair of 
  the committee. He explained that when addressing the Council, that person  
  should stand and use the appropriate addressing of Councillors. It was also  
  noted that the Chair should also wear the Chains of Office.  
 

Noting the closure of The Bell, Cllr Rogers wished George and Rita Riggs all the best 
 for the future. This was echoed by all in attendance.  

 
Cllr Goodlad felt that some sort of “New Councillor” pack would be of great benefit 

 to any new councillors joining. 
 
240/25 To note the Events and Market Committee 8th January 2025 (emailed) 
 

Noted 
 
241/25 To note the Environment and Planning committee minutes of 14th January 2025 

(emailed) 
 

  Noted 
 
242/25 To note the Property and Asset committee minutes of 15th January 2025 (emailed) 
 

Noted 
 

243/25  To note the Personnel Committee Minutes of 7th January 2025 
 

Noted 
 
 

244/25 Delegates Reports 
 
None 

 
245/25 Date of next meeting: 
 

4th March 2025 at 7pm 
 
 

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted namely the 
consideration of the Personnel Committee and staffing, it is advisable in the public 
interest for the press and public to be temporarily excluded and they are instructed 
to withdraw. 
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246/25  To receive a verbal update from Cllr P Rounding on staffing. 
 

It was explained that the Personnel Committee are looking into apprenticeships, but 
due to current staff levels and the required training this has been deferred until later 
in the year.  

 
Recruitment for a 4th member of the tidy team will proceed but not until after March  

 
Issues with the current H&S advisors continue and a formal letter is to be sent to ask 
them to rectify these. 

 
247/25  To consider a resolution to agree the price for the summer hanging baskets 2025 
  (emailed report) 
 

Cllr Blakeston felt the baskets where a great asset to Driffield and that the Council 
need to do all they can to ensure they are kept. 

 
It was agreed to hold the pricing at the 2024 level with 14 for and 1 abstention 
 
Cllr Lucas proposed to suspend Standing Orders to allow the meeting to continue. This 
was agreed with all in favour. 

 
248/25  To receive a verbal update on Number 43 
 

Cllr Bekker explained that a quote had been received and 2 more were imminent. It 
was agreed to hold an extraordinary meeting on receipt of these quotes to discuss 
Number 43 fully and draw conclusions on how best to move forward. 

 

249/25  To consider a resolution to renew our telephone contract (emailed) 
 

The clerk explained the good relationship, and prompt service given by the provider 
was of huge benefit. 

 
It was agreed with all in favour to renew. 

 
The meeting closed at 9.10pm 

 

 
 
Signed:……………………………………………….   
 
 
 
Date:………………………………………………… 


