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 MINUTES OF THE DRIFFIELD TOWN COUNCIL EVENTS AND MARKETS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
Date:  4th December 2024 
Time:  19.00 
Venue:  Market Walk offices, Driffield. 
 
Chair:  Councillor Newall 
Vice Chair: Councillor Watson  
 
Present: Councillors Ashley Newall, Tom Watson, Bill Strath, Georgina Lucas, Marie 

Strath and Carla Bekker. 
 Michelle Flake, Councillor Fred Smith and Councillor Daniel Goodlad were also 

present. 
 
81/24 Public Discussion and Comment  

(limited to 15 minutes or Chair’s discretion)   
 

None 
 
82/24  Apologies for Absence  
 
  Councillor Spencer Fletcher and Councillor Simon Starrett 
 
83/24  Declarations of Interest  
 
  None 
 
84/24  Registration of Gifts or Hospitality 
 
  None 
 
85/24  Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations of the 

Minutes 6th November 2024 

  None 

86/24 Adoption of the Events and Markets Committee Minutes of 6th November 
2024 

  Proposed by GL. Seconded by MS. 
  These were adopted with all in favour. 

87/24  Remembrance Day 
  Everyone was positive.  It was great turn out from the members of the  
  Public lining the streets and a good turnout for the Church.  Everything  
  seemed to go smoothly and it was agreed to follow the same plan for next  
                             year. 
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88/24  Christmas 2024 

Overall feedback very positive from the public, traders and most local 
businesses. Some mixed feedback from businesses on Middle Street South. 
Some reported no trade and very dark down there. Whilst others said it was 
their best year.   Stilt walkers and Rustica charters very engaging.  The snow 
machine is one of the most popular activities. 
CB – suggested the length of time for Father Christmas is too short and probably 
better he doesn’t switch on the lights.   As it was uncertain whether 43 could be 
used for the Grotto, we couldn’t advertise this in advance.  Suggested next year 
bring Father Christmas in on a tractor/sleigh so he is more visible.   
Have a picture competition for kids so their pictures can decorate the Grotto as 
this will encourage more kids in. 
The residents were very supportive that Father Christmas was free this year, but 
some did ask regarding a donation box. 
It was discussed that the lights be switched on during the day, then switched off 
half an hour before the big switch of the Christmas Tree.   
One issue was the lack of volunteers to help Marshall especially for early and 
late road closures.  Cars/Vans were still trying to get through and one even 
moved the barriers and came through.    More Marshalls are needed for next 
year.  AN proposed £500 be set aside to pay for Marshalls in the event we are 
short of volunteers.  Seconded by MS and agreed all in favour. 
   

 
89/24  Scrambling 
 

To be held on 2nd January.  Volunteers needed.  MS & WS agreed to volunteer.  
AN reported that East Riding Council is expected to observe that the rolling road 
closure is run safely and if not, it may be in jeopardy for next year.  MF to send 
out a letter to check which businesses will take part. 
AN suggested that WS in his capacity as Town Cryer should give a safety briefing 
to the children at the start. 
FS suggested approaching the Cadets to see if they could volunteer marshalling 
and MS suggested the Scouts and Rangers. 

. 
 
90/24  Driffield Market 
 

The market is growing and more gazebos needed if we are to grow it further 
and encourage more new traders.  AN proposed using up to £2500 of the 24/25 
events budget to purchase extra gazebos if grant is not successful. 
Seconded by WS and agreed all in favour. 
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91/24  Classic Car 
 
Confirmed 27th April, funded by DTC 
 

 

92/24  Driffield Show 2025 
 

Do the same as 2024.  Proposed by GL, seconded by WS and agreed all in 
favour. 

 

 
93/24  VE DAY  

 
Waiting for further information, however AN suggested we follow as similar 
format to D Day 2024.  Budget around £500. 
 

 

94/24  Summer Event 2025 
 

Theme around books.  Proposed by AN, seconded by GL and agreed all in 
favour. 
Book Trail – 3 D books decorated in different book themes. 
Storytelling, Face painting, Creative Station, Puppet show, Sandpits with 
plastic animals, Picture board - ‘Harry Potter’.   
See if the Guides would be interested in doing something based on a 
story. 
 
 

95/24  Steam Rally 
 

GL – stated that MF should not be responsible for approaching 
businesses for donations.  It is not a DTC event.  If DTC wanted to donate 
£1000 then this should be discussed at the Budget setting, but DTC 
should not get involved with the event. 
 

96/24  Late Summer Festival 
  Discussed having a late summer Food Festival and whilst in principle it  
              a great idea, even with funding, the workload would be too much for  
  office to handle.  It would only be do able if others were involved in  

organization of the event from start to finish as it takes a lot of man                
hours. 
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97/24  Bike Evening 
 
Nicola Knaggs has suggested the possibility of getting additional funding 
to hold a pilot event and a Bike evening was suggested which could 
combine a food festival.  This would work, provided the office team had 
the support of others such as Natalie from the Butchers Dog who would 
essentially take the leadership of the event and DTC office team would be 
back up support, but it would be a joint event for DTC and TSCG.  We are 
currently waiting for Natalie to fix a date.  The event would be based on 
getting the funding from EYC. 
 
 

98/24  Budget 2025 
 
AN will not be here for the next Budget meeting to he asked the 
committee to request £9,500 budget for Events & Markets plus £8,000 
for Christmas. 
 

99/24  TCSG 
 
Music Festival May 17th going ahead organized by Christine Shiraz (CS) 
Yorkshire Wolds Music Federation 
 

100/24  Date of Next Meeting 
 
  8th January 2025 at 7:00pm 
  The meeting closed at 8:50pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:  …………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
Date:  ………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
Minutes prepared by Michelle Flake (Town Development Officer) 
 
 


