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MINUTES OF THE DRIFFIELD FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Date:  5th November 2024 
Time:  19.00 
Venue:  Council Chamber, The Community Centre, Driffield.   
 
Chair:  Cllr G Lucas 
Vice Chair: Cllr F Smith 
 
Present: Councillors M Rogers, S Fletcher, A Newall, T Watson, S Starrett, W Strath, M Strath, 

M Blakeston, P Rounding, C Bekker, G Lucas 
 
149/24  Public Discussion and Comment (limited to 15 minutes or Chair’s discretion)   
     
  Driffield Police attended 
 

Crime Statistics - October 2024 (Driffield and Rural) 
 
1 Criminal damage 
 
0 Burglaries 
 
2 Drug Offences 
 
8 Public Order Offences 
 
4 Shop Thefts 
 
11 Assaults  
 
13 Reports of anti-social behaviour 
 
PC Richard Johnson has returned from the Hornsea Neighbourhood Policing Team to 
replace PC Richard Metheringham who has moved onto a new role. 
 
Driffield NPT continue to support operation Galileo (Assisting the rural Force with 
Hare Coursing Patrols) mast Sundays in the Winter months. 
 
Driffield NPT Continue to attend community groups to engage with people within 
the town. 
 
Driffield NPT have attended Driffield School for a series of assemblies regarding 
online safety and Knife crime. 
 
Driffield NPT have been conducting high – visibility patrol to offer reassurance 
relating to Halloween and Bonfire Night. 

 
 
150/24  Apologies for Absence  
 
  Councillors F Smith, B Smith and K Stack 
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151/24  Declarations of Interest  
 

Councillor W Strath declared a non – pecuniary interest in Minute Number 170/24 
as he had applied for the position of the none salary post of Town Crier. 
 
Councillor M Strath declared a non – pecuniary interest in Minute Number 170/24 as 
she is the wife of the applicant for the position of Town Crier applied for the position 
of the none salary post of Town Crier. 

 
152/24  Registration of Gifts or Hospitality 
   

None 

153/24  Adoption of the Town Council Minutes of 3 September 2024 (re-presented) 

  These were adopted with all in favour 

154/24  Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations of the Town Council  Minutes 1st 
October 2024 
 
  None 

 
155/24  Adoption of the Town Council Minutes of 1st October 2024 
   

These were adopted with all in favour 
 
156/24  Clerks Update  
 

Budget setting was discussed, and it was agreed to ask the East Riding Council when 
they will require our precept setting. The first informal budget setting meeting will 
be 26th of November in the Market Walk offices at 7pm. 
 
An update was given on forth coming events such as the Christmas light switch on 
and scrambling. 

 
157/24  Healthy Towns Update 
  

Councillor Blakeston gave a verbal update 
 

158/24  Driffield Youth Action update   
   

  Councillor Rounding gave a verbal update. 

Summer was excellent – we had lots on offer, including DJ workshop, gaming van, 

Skate Park, sports, film making, art workshop as well as running a lifestyle project and 

our usual weekly sessions.   

 

We had our first residential, taking 25 young people away. Great success and hope to 

get funding for next year.  
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The allotment had another good crop this year – now preparing for winter  

Wednesday youth sessions going well. Numbers are increasing, especially in younger 

session. Some of these are off the back of summer programme. Food is still being 

offered and remains popular.  

We have a new kitchen – an invite will be out soon for you to have a look. 

    

Active Fridays are still going well. Making positive progress with some of the young 

people who can be challenging. However, funding is coming to an end so we need to 

seek more funding for this to continue. 

 

Wellbeing sessions are also picking up. There was an issue with a neighbour 

frightening them and we have had to reassure the young people and parents who 

were concerned for both their children and our staff members.  

 

The young people waiting for bikes have now received them, however, we have had 

to get them repaired as the tyres were punctured due to the hedgerows being cut and 

not clearing the path. 

We continue to support families who have with varying concerns.  

We are starting a new group in November for young people aged 16-25. A need has 

been identified as people over 18 are still wanting to attend clubs but are above the 

age category. This will provide a space for them to hang out with people of a similar 

age, learn life skills, promote wellbeing and confidence to transition into adulthood.     

 
   
159/24 To consider any topics of a strategic nature that effect the East Riding as a whole 

for the ERYC Overview and Scrutiny committees 
 
   Two suggestions were put forward by Councillors these being 
 

To scrutinise why we are not commissioning more NHS services nearer to where 
people live in the community. We should consider minor injury units in local towns 
and also Cottage hospitals as well which provide the transition between hospital and 
home. 
 
We consider the standard of roads should be considered when they are newly 
constructed. Management companies are being set up for these developments and 
are charging quite large sums of money and not joined up working. We also consider 
we do not get enough precept money and not enough is asked for from the East 
Riding to these developers. 

 
 

160/24 To agree the Annual Return for Financial Year 2023/2024 & External Auditor Report 
(enc) 

  
 This was agreed with thanks and all in favour. 
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161/24 To appeal for marshals for the Christmas and Scrambling events 
 
 Several Councillors gave their names to help. 
 
162/24  Highway Matters: 
 

To discuss concerns regarding speeding and parking issues in the town centre and 
update from Driffield ERYC Ward Councillors on the Parking and Traffic review. 
 
The ward councillors said a parking review report had been completed and was not 
considered satisfactory. It had therefore been returned to officers to take a look at 
certain areas of the report before it is returned and reported on. 
 
Town councillors felt that the East Riding Council should take a more focussed look at 
the town centre. 
 
It was mentioned that Nicola Knaggs and Fiona Turner had done some of this type of 
work Previously and it was Agreed to ask them if they still had any of this information. 

 
Councillors felt there were several areas of concern withing the town at this time 
and they are 
 
Mill Street. Parking stopping vehicles getting through especially the fire engine. 
 
The Main Street in town has vehicles travelling more than 20mph.  
 
Manorfield Road and Wansford road speeding and difficulty in crossing the road. 
 
Beverley road was also an area of speeding concern. 
 
Parking issues outside Kinship Coffee House was also difficult due to people not 
parking with consideration so less cars can use the parking bay. 
 
Speeding down the Riverhead area to reach the dentist. 
 
It was Agreed to write to East Riding Council to re highlight our concerns and ask 
what could be done. 

 
163/24 To discuss the request for a zebra crossing adjacent to the junction of Wansford 

Road and Manorfield Road, Driffield. 
 
 Councillors felt that it was difficult for people to cross the road at this junction and 

especially children. There has not been a crossing patrol in this location for a long 
time despite efforts to recruit one. There is however now a new patrol person in 
place. 

 
Councillor Blakeston stated a request had been made in the past for a zebra crossing 
The assessment had met the criteria however the only location it could safely be 
placed was further up from the junction and it would be unlikely that children 
especially would deviate from the shortest and straightest route to cross the road. 
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There was concern that additional construction traffic from Aldi would make the 
situation even worse. It was agreed to add this matter into the letter to the East 
Riding Council. 

 
  Any other Highway issues 
 
  None reported 
 
164/24 Responsible Financial Officer’s Report (August/September/October) 
 
 Agreed all in favour 
 
165/24  Temporary closure of meeting for public discussion and comment 
 
166/24 To note the Events and Market committee minutes of 2nd October 2024 
 
 Noted 
 
167/24 To note the Environment and Planning committee minutes of 8th October 2024 

 
Noted 

 
168/24 To note the Property and Asset committee minutes of 9th October 2024 

 
Noted 

 
169/24 Delegates Reports 
 
170/24 To appoint the new Town Crier 
 
 One candidate applied for the position and gave a sample of how he could fulfil 

the position. 
 
 Agreed with all in favour to appoint William Strath as the new Town Crier 
 
171/24 Date of next meeting: 
 
 3rd December 2024 at 7pm 
 
In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted namely the consideration 
of the Personnel Committee and staffing, it is advisable in the public interest for the press and public 
to be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw 

  
 
1. To note the Personnel Committee Minutes of 1st October 2024 

 
Noted 
 

2. To receive a verbal update from Cllr P Rounding on staffing 
 

Report given 
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3. To consider a resolution to increase the number of councillors to 5 on the Personnel 
Committee. 
 
Matter was debated and agreed not to progress with all in favour. 

 
Mayors Engagements 
 
6th October  Hedon Civic Service 
 
11th October  Beverley Civic Dinner 
 
17th October  Probus Meeting 
 
18th October  WI Fashion Show 
 
26th October  British Legion Poppy Appeal Launch 
 
Paula Danby 
 
Deputy Town Clerk 
 
 

 
 
 
Signed:……………………………………………….   
 
 
 
Date:………………………………………………… 


