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MINUTES OF THE DRIFFIELD FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Date:  1st October 2024 
Time:  19.00 
Venue:  Council Chamber, The Community Centre, Driffield.   
 
Chair:  Cllr G Lucas 
Vice Chair: Cllr F Smith 
 
Present: Councillors F Smith, M Rogers, S Fletcher, A Newall, T Watson, S Starrett, B Smith, W 

Strath, M Strath, M Blakeston, K Stack. 
 
122/24  Public Discussion and Comment (limited to 15 minutes or Chair’s discretion)   
    

The Chair, Cllr Fred Smith sent the Town Council’s best wishes to the Town Clerk and 
wished him a full recovery.  

 
123/24  Apologies for Absence  
 

Cllrs P Rounding, C Bekker, G Lucas. 
 
124/24  Declarations of Interest  
 

Cllr M Rogers declared a non-prejudicial interest in Minute Number 148/24, as he 
was mentioned in the correspondence.  
 
Cllr M Blakeston declared a non-prejudicial interest in Minute Number 133/24 as his 
son plays football for Great Driffield AFC. 

 
125/24  Registration of Gifts or Hospitality 
 
  None 
 
126/24  Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations of the Town Council   
  Minutes 3rd September 2024 

a)  Cllr M Strath was present  
b)  Minute Number 109/24 be altered to read: 

It was agreed with 11 in favour and 1 abstention (Cllr M Rogers) that an 
amount up to and not exceeding £2500 be considered during the budget 
working group discussions in November.  
 

c) Minute Number 114/24 to read: 
 
Cllr F Smith questioned the continued use of the temporary closure for public 
discussion and comment. Cllr F Smith explained that this not an integral part of 
the meeting as standing orders do not confirm this. 
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The amendments were agreed with 10 in favour and 1 against.  
 
The amendments minutes will be presented at the meeting of November 5th 
2024 for adoption.  

127/24  Adoption of the Town Council Minutes of 3 September 2024 

  Referred to November 5th 2024 meeting.  
 

128/24  Clerks Update  
 

Town Crier:  the Acting Deputy Clerk distributed the wording of the advertisement 
which was accepted with one or two amendments, the applicants will be invited to 
the next meeting to introduce themselves and give a short 'cry'.  The advert will 
appear on the website, in the press and on the noticeboard. 

Website:  the Acting Deputy Clerk thanked Cllr M Blakeston for his assistance with 
uploading documentation on to the website.  

Casual Vacancies:  The Acting Deputy Clerk reported that the casual vacancies for 
North and West Ward had now been advertised. 

Railtas Asset Inventory:  The Acting Deputy Clerk reported that this would be done 
on the Town Clerk’s return.  

129/24  Healthy Towns Update 
 
  Cllr M Blakeston gave the council an update.  

 
130/24  Driffield Youth Action update   
 
  Cllr P Rounding was absent so unable to give an update.  
 
129/24 To consider a resolution to investigate the extension of the CCTV system to cover 

the new car park at Exchange Street via a Community Safety Grant with DTC match 
funding: 

 
As the Community Safety bid had to be submitted by October 7th it was generally 
thought that there was insufficient time to prepare a bid, also there was discussion 
as to where exactly coverage would be needed and until the car park is complete it 
is difficult to decide on best options and also there was no budget provision within 
this financial year for an extension of the CCTV system that the bid not be pursued 
at this time.  However, it was agreed with all in favour that the possibility of budget 
provision for the CCTV system be discussed at the budget working group in 
November.  
 

130/24 To consider a resolution to agree a response to Appeal 24/01429/STVAR Land North 
of Long Lane, Driffield - bridlepath: 

 
  Agreed with all in favour that the town council’s original objections be reiterated.  
 
131/24  To consider a resolution to agree the Wayfinder Signs project: 



24 
 

 
It was agreed with all in favour that the 6 signs be adopted by the Driffield Town 
Council and be placed on the asset register and on our insurance schedule. 
 
It was agreed with all in favour to suggest that the proposed sign at North End public 
conveniences be relocated to Riverhead, adjacent to the canal if permissions could be 
sought from Driffield Navigation.  
 
Cllr M Blakeston is to lead on the project on the Town Council’s behalf and will update 
on further developments.   

   
132/24 To consider a resolution to investigate further the SIDS Grant Scheme: 
 

It was agreed with all in favour that £5000 from General Reserves be earmarked as 
match funding for the provision of as many signs as this amount may allow, with 
particular attention to the areas of Manorfield Road/Manorfield Avenue/Wansford 
Road etc.  
 

133/24 To consider a resolution to sponsor Great Driffield AFC with Discover Driffield for 
the following three years 2025/2026 season onwards, at £500 per year from the 
Small Grant Fund.  

 
It was agreed with all in favour.  
 

134/24 To consider a resolution to advertise in the Driffield & Wolds Weekly 2025 
calendar at a cost of £200: 
 
It was agreed with all in favour.  
 

135/24 To consider a resolution to apply for the UKSPF Fund for a Grant for the 
Cass Hall Improvement Project: 

 
It was agreed with all in favour.  

 
136/24  Highway Matters 

  
Albion Street Road Works. Councillor Blakeston had received several residents’ 
concerns regarding what appeared to be a new buildout at the entrance to Bently 
Close. It was felt that vehicles may hit this following completion of the work by Kent 
Works. No one appears to have knowledge of the works. Councillor Blakeston to 
investigate further. 
 

137/24  Temporary closure of meeting for public discussion and comment 
 

No discussion or comments. 
 
138/24  To note the Events and Market committee minutes of 4 September 2024  
 
  Noted.  
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139/24  Delegates Reports   
  

There were none.  
 

141/24  Date of Next Meeting: 

5th November 2024 at 7.00pm 

142/24  In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, namely 
the consideration of the provision of services and staffing it was agreed with all in 
favour that the press and public be excluded and instructed to withdraw.  

143/24 To receive a verbal update from Vice Chair of Personnel – Cllr M Blakeston: 

 Cllr M Blakeston gave the council a verbal update on the current staffing situation.  

144/24 To consider a resolution to procure the services of Peninsula: 

  Agreed with all in favour. 

145/24  To consider a resolution to procure the service of Ronnie Charles – Admin Support: 

  Agreed with all in favour. 

146/24 To consider a resolution to procure the services of Claire Binnington – Clerk 
support: 

  Agreed with all in favour.  

147/24 To consider a resolution to pay the Acting Deputy Clerk and Town Development 
Officer overtime at time and a half during current staffing situation: 

 Agreed with all in favour.   

Clarification may be sought from HR as to the hours that count as overtime.  

148/24 To consider correspondence received from Myton Law: 

 The response was agreed with all in favour.  

The meeting closed at 8.45pm 

 
 
 
Signed:……………………………………………….   
 
 
 
Date:………………………………………………… 


