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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF DRIFFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Date:  7 May 2024 
Time:  19.00 
Venue:  The Council Chamber, The Community Centre, Driffield 
 
Chair:  Cllr G Lucas 
Vice Chair: Cllr F Smith 
 
Present: Councillors G Helliwell, G Lucas, F Smith, M Blakeston, K Stack, M Rogers, S Fletcher, 

A Newall, B Smith, S Starrett, C Bekker, T Watson, P Rounding, P Symons, Town Clerk 
M Brown and admin assistant P Danby 

 
01/24  Election of Chair (Mayor) 
    
  Cllr Lucas was proposed by Cllr Rogers and seconded by Cllr Blakeston and was 
  duly elected Mayor/Chair with all in favour. 
 
  Cllr Lucas thanked the council for their support. The Mayoral Charity will be the 

Wildlife Alliance of Hull and East Yorkshire. 
 

02/24  Execution of the Mayor’s Declaration of Office 
 
This was completed and signed. 
 

03/24  Election of Vice Chair (Deputy Mayor) 
    
  Cllr F Smith was proposed by Cllr Rogers and seconded by Cllr Starrett and was 
  duly elected Vice Chair with all in favour. 

 
04/24  Apologies for absence: 
 
  Cllrs W Strath and M Strath 
 
05/24  Declarations of Interest: 

 
None 

 
06/24  Registration of Gifts or Hospitality: 
 

None 
 

07/24  Resolution of Monthly Meetings of the Town Council 
 
It was agreed that the town council meet on the first Tuesday of the month at 
7.00pm with the exception of August.  
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08/24  Resolution for the formation of Standing Committees 
 
It was agreed with all in favour that the following standing committees be formed 
for the following year: 
 
The Environment and Planning Committee  
 
The Events and Markets Committee  
 
The Property and Asset Committee  
 
The Appeals Committee  
 
The Personnel Committee  
 
It was agreed there are to be no meetings in August 
 
A - Environment and Planning Committee  
 
Cllr P Symons 
Cllr F Smith 
Cllr A Newall 
Cllr T Watson 
Cllr B Smith 
Cllr C Bekker 
Cllr W Strath 
Cllr G Lucas 
 
Were agreed as member of the Environment and Planning Committee 
 
B - Events and Markets Committee 
 
Cllr P Symons 
Cllr G Helliwell 
Cllr A Newall 
Cllr T Watson 
Cllr S Starrett 
Cllr W Strath 
Cllr M Strath 
Cllr G Lucas 
 
Were agreed as member of the Events and Markets Committee 
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C - Property and Asset Committee 
 
Cllr M Blakeston 
Cllr M Rogers 
Cllr S Fletcher 
Cllr B Smith 
Cllr C Bekker 
Cllr P Rounding 
Cllr G Lucas 
Cllr A Newall 
D – Appeals Committee 
 
Were agreed as member of the Property and Asset Committee 
 
D - Appeals Committee 
 
Cllr G Lucas 
Cllr S Fletcher 
Cllr A Newall 
Cllr B Smith 
 
Were agreed as member of the Appeals Committee 
 
E – Personnel Committee 
 
Cllr M Blakeston 
Cllr M Rogers 
Cllr G Helliwell 
Cllr P Rounding 
 
Were agreed as member of the Personnel Committee 
 
The above members of the committees were agreed. 
 

09/24  Resolution for councillors to be appointed to Committees formed 
 
This was agreed with all in favour 
 

10/24  Resolution for appointment of councillors to the Working Groups that may arise 
  over the council year 

 
This was agreed with all in favour 
 

11/24  To Appoint Delegates: 
 

(a) ERNLLCA      Cllr F Smith 
       Vacancy 
 

(b) Community Centre Management Committee Cllr Rounding 
         Vacancy 
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(c) Yorkshire Coast Community Rail Partnership Vacancy 
        Vacancy 
 

(d) Driffield Youth Action     Cllr Rounding 
       Cllr Helliwell 
 

(e) Healthy Towns (Alfred Bean Project Group)  Cllr Blakeston 
       Cllr F Smith 
       Cllr W Strath 
 

12/24  To appoint the Responsible Financial Officer 
 
It was agreed for the clerk, Matthew Brown to be the RFO 
 

13/24  To appoint four members of the Town Council to be authorised to sign cheques on 
 the councils behalf and to agree 2 signatures are required to validate cheques and 
 online payments 

 
Cllrs A Newall, F Smith, B Smith and C Bekker were agreed to sign cheques and 
validate payments. It was agreed that 2 signatures are required. 
 

14/24 Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations on the Full Town Council 
minutes of 2 April 2024 

 
Cllr F Smith asked that 319/24 show the specific standing order reference for 
extending the meeting. That is 5 n. 

15/24  Adoption of the Full Town Council Minutes of 2 April 2024 
 
  The minutes were adopted with 13 in favour and 1 abstention 
 
16/24  Clerks update 
 

The clerk reported that the process of moving some of the council funds following 
the investments strategy had started, but would be a lengthy process. The Mayors 
charity account had now been closed an remaining monies moved to the current 
account. This will save on the monthly service charge. 
 
The clerk brought dates and options for Lantra Training. This was settled on for 
Thursday 18 July and the clerk would update those councillors with specifics via 
email.  
 
The water supply for 2-4 Market Walk was found to be being billed by 2 meters. This 
was in the process of being rectified and a refund would be issued for any 
overpayment.  
 
The A3 size shopping guide has now been finished and is proving very popular. It 
shows all the businesses in the town and separates those out that accept the loyalty 
card and or take vouchers.  
 
An external notice board has now been fitted at Cass Hall. 
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An improved allotment map had been created and work to rectify the potholes on 
the access roads would commence once the weather conditions allow.  
 
Driffield Classic Car Sunday was deemed to be a complete success, despite the 
atrocious weather, with more than 40 vehicles being on show and a steady stream 
of visitors all day. 
 
No further updates where available on the Town Development Officer role but work 
was progressing in the background. 
 

17/24  Healthy Towns Update 
 

Cllr Blakeston attended a face to face meeting with representation from both the 
NHS and ERYC. The Alfred Bean would not be where it is today without the support 
given. Driffield still has issues with child obesity and respiratory problems. Funding 
support by the Dobson Family Trust has allowed the Acute Respiratory Infection Hub 
to be staffed to 70% capacity. If this was not in Driffield, then it mean visits to either 
Beverley or Hull. The League of Friends now join in on almost every meeting. 
 

18/24  Driffield Youth Action update 
 

Cllr Rounding reported that group was going from strength to strength with projects 
in the pipeline. Cllr Rounding extended an invitation to all council members who 
wanted to see what was happening to either attend Active Fridays or at the DYA 
allotment plot on Cemetery Lane on Saturdays. The DYA need additional committee 
members and anyone with an interest should please get in touch. Meetings happen 
once a month and the club meets each Wednesday  
 

19/24 Opening hours/times of the office  
 
 Cllr F Smith was approached by a resident over the office being closed at different 

times of the day. Cllr Rogers felt the discussion should be held at the personnel 
committee, but it was ultimately decided to keep the debate moving so a conclusion 
could be made.  

  
 The clerk and admin assistant explained that the office was usually open when 

someone was in the office. However, there where times when this could not be done 
due to workload and the high level of concentration needed. Similarly, overtime as 
time lieu stipulated that regular opening hours would be difficult to keep to as it would 
impossible to facilitate.   

 
 Cllr Newall felt that neither the clerk or assistant should be strapped to their desk and 

jobs outside of the office and through the town needed to be carried out. Cllrs 
Blakeston and F Smith shared these views.  

 
 Cllr Rounding felt a notice should be placed inside the office explaining the reasons 

why the office was not always open. The clerk explained that an “office closed” note 
was already placed on the window when necessary.  
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 It was agreed to look at the wording of the window notice to offer an explanation as 
to why the office was not always open during the perceived “office” hours and use 
this when required.  

 
20/24 Resolution to agree the Christmas lighting arrangements 
 
 The Tidy Team were asked by the clerk to look at the possibility of resurrecting the 

cross street lights owned by the council. They raised the concern over the reliability 
issues experienced with them previously but had been in contact with a local supplier 
who assured them lighting technology had moved on. The Tidy Team would prefer to 
restore one fixture for Christmas 2024 as a test for potentially using others at 
Christmas 2025. 

  
 Cllr Rounding felt the current cross street suppliers where expensive and he would 

prefer us to use our own lighting exclusively and restore all the councils cross street 
lights for Christmas 2024. Cllr Newall felt the concerns of the Tidy Team should be 
listened to and that to restore one this year is the best route. 

 
 It was agreed for the Tidy Team to restore one fitting and put it up for Christmas 2024 

as a trial, and to hire all the others from the usual supplier. A review would be carried 
out in early 2025.  

 
 
21/24 To consider the external CCTV funding arrangements 
 
  Cllr Rounding explained that Graham Hadfield was the current treasurer and Don 

Steele where happy to remain involved from a public perspective. Cllr Rounding 
explained that the CCTV funding committee (a mixture of councillors and the public) 
where instrumental in gaining funding when the system was first set up and it was felt 
that the bank account should be kept open to allow applications to be made for 
additional funding should any grants become available. Cllr Stack shared these views 
as did Cllr Blakeston.  

 
 This was agreed with all in favour 
 
22/24 To note the Internal Auditors Report for year ended 31 March 2024 
 
 Cllr Rogers thanked the clerk for his work on the report. These views where shared by 

Cllr Newall and Cllr F Smith. 
  
23/24 To consider a request for funding from the Small Grant Fund from the Driffield Silver 

Band 
 
Cllr Stack felt that Driffield Silver Band have played for some considerable time and 
where a great ambassador for Driffield. They also give a great opportunity for others 
to learn. He felt that £500 would be an appropriate amount. This was shared by Cllr 
Helliwell. Cllr Bekker agreed, but that the amount should be £1000 to really allow 
them to move forward.  
 
A donation of £1000 was agreed with all in favour 
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24/24 Planning Application 24/00454/STVAR, Variation of Condition 26 (approved plans) 
of planning permission 21/04057/STPLF (Erection of 200 dwellings and associated 
infrastructure, open space and landscaping) to allow a revised site layout, 
landscaping and plot numbers, substitution of house types for 80 dwellings from 
Barratt to David Wilson Homes and substitution of house types for Barratt Location 
on land south of Long Lane Driffield 

  
 Cllr Helliwell explained that with regards to Cemetery Lane originally the road was 

going to be built to allow access. However it appears that houses are being built prior 
to the road and that the use of the bridal path for access just can’t be right. Cllr Rogers 
explained that it did indeed look like Clause 18 had been wriggled through and until 
the roundabout is built this issue will keep cropping up.  

 
25/24 Highway Matters 
  
 Riverhead 
 Cllr Stack explained that since the letter was sent to all councillors the issue was now 

in the process of being sorted. An email from ERYC Highways had been received 
stating that monies had been allocated for signage to go up in the new financial year. 
Cllr Stack did note that the road and verge was being chewed up by the building works 
in progress near at the end of Riverside. 

  
 Cllr Rounding reported that ERYC have said that The Horseshoe will never be adopted 

despite a bond being paid some time ago and this will be taken up directly with them. 
 
 We need to keep on at ERYC Highways to get them to visit to see the state of the roads 

and footways in the town. 
 
 Cllr Blakeston reminded everyone of the ability to report dog fouling, out streetlights, 

and potholes directly on the ERYC website.  
 
 It was agreed to post this information on the Driffield Town Council social media pages 

to ensure the residents are aware of what they can do to help.  
 

26/24  Spellowgate to Cowlam Road, response from ERYC 
 

Cllr Rogers informed the council that an invite had been sent to Cllr Handley asking 
her to attend the June meeting, but that no response had been received at this time. 
 
It was queried that as the majority of the road was not in the parish of Driffield should 
we be pursuing it. It was decided that as it starts in Driffield we need to follow it 
through. 
 
It was agreed to write further to ERYC, and that if Cllr Handley was not able to visit at 
least someone from the ERYC Highways team should. 
 

27/24 Temporary closure of meeting for public discussion and comment 
 
None 
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28/24  Adoption of the CCTV Committee Minutes of 26 March 2024 
 

These were presented for adoption by Cllr Rounding 
 
It was noted that the Police did not attend and that the clerk had been in touch with 

 Inspector Andy Beadman who would try and attend a meeting personally in the 
 future. It was made clear that PCSO Steve Sharp attends the CCTV meetings in his 
 own time as with his knowledge and interest in the system he is best placed to do 
 so. Cllr Rounding feels that the Police should pay PCSO Sharp to attend from the 
 increased precept made for them. 

 
The minutes were adopted with all in favour 
 

29/24  Adoption of the Personnel Committee Minutes of 2 April 2024 
 

These were presented for adoption by Cllr Rogers 
 
The minutes were adopted with all in favour 
 

30/24  Adoption of the Annual Parish Minutes of 2 April 2024 
 
These were presented for adoption by Cllr Lucas 
 
The minutes were adopted with all in favour 
 

31/24  Adoption of the Events Committee Minutes of 9 April 2024 
 
These were presented for adoption by Cllr Newall 
 
It was noted that sales of hanging baskets where a little lower than last year due to 

 businesses cutting back on expenditure 
 
The minutes were adopted with all in favour 
 

32/24  Adoption of the Environment Committee Minutes of 9 April 2024 
 
These were presented for adoption by Cllr Watson 
 
The minutes were adopted with all in favour 
 

33/24  Adoption of the Planning Committee Minutes of 9 April 2024 
 
These were presented for adoption by Cllr Lucas 
 
The minutes were adopted with all in favour 
 

34/24  Adoption of the Extraordinary Full Town Council minutes of 29 April 2024 
 

These were presented for adoption by Cllr Lucas 
 
The minutes were adopted with 9 in favour and 5 abstentions 
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35/24  Adoption of the CCTV Committee Minutes of 30 April 2024 
 
These were presented for adoption by Cllr Rounding 
 
The minutes were adopted with all in favour 
 

36/24  Responsible Financial Officers Report 
 
The report was adopted with all in favour 

 
37/24  Delegates reports  
 
  None 

 
38/24  Date of Next Meeting 
 

Tuesday 4 June 2024 
 
The meeting closed at 20.40 
 
 
 
  
……………………………………………….  Signed  
 
  
  
………………………………………………   Dated   


