MINUTES OF THE DRIFFIELD FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Date: 2 April 2024

Time: 19.30

Venue: The Council Chamber, The Community Centre, Driffield
Chair: Clir G Helliwell

Vice Chair: Cllr G Lucas

Present: Councillors M Blakeston, K Stack, M Rogers, W Strath, M Strath, B Smith, S Starrett, F
Smith, C Bekker, T Watson, S Fletcher, Town Clerk M Brown and admin assistant P
Danby

299/24 Public Discussion and Comment:

PC Metheringham explained that rogue traders who had been operating in and
around the town where under investigation. A couple of assaults had led to arrests.
7 shop thefts had been seen along with one theft from a motor vehicle. 3 incidents
of anti social behaviour had been reported.

301/24 Apologies for absence:
Clirs A Newall, and P Rounding

302/24 Declarations of Interest:

Clirs S Starrett and T Watson declared a non-pecuniary interest in 310/24

303/24 Registration of Gifts or Hospitality:
None
304/24 Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations on the Full Town Council

minutes of 5 March 2024

None

305/24 Adoption of the Full Town Council Minutes of 5 March 2024
The minutes were adopted with 12 in favour and 1 abstention
306/24 Clerks update

It was reported that the lighting at the entrance to West Garth was still undergoing
investigation following 3 visits for repair by ERYC and this was being chased through.

The council were reminded that the AGM would be held at the next full council

meeting in May. Meeting dates with ERNLLA to discuss the proposed changes to the
Financial Regulations etc would be communicated shortly.
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312/24

Work for the year end audit was proceeding and was taking up much of the office
time. This would continue after the auditor has left and advice was being sought
from ERNLLCA on procedures on how to complete.

Healthy Towns Update

Whilst there had been no meeting, ClIr Blakeston reported that the new acute
respiratory infection hub service for Driffield was being well used and referrals from

the GP Practises.

The next meeting will be held on the 3 May at Cass Hall, and will be the first face to
face meeting since COVID.

Driffield Youth Action update
Clir Helliwell reported that the organisation was still going strong and new children
coming along. Lisa has managed to get more funding for activities throughout

summer. Friday night activities are still well attended and behaviour is improving.

To consider a resolution to write to ERYC and ask them to introduce residents on
street parking permits and disc zone areas within Driffield

Clir B Smith has reservations over this. He feels it would bring additional costs to
residents and punish households. Permits still don’t guarantee a space and would
simply push the issues elsewhere in the town.

Clirs Blakeston, Rogers and W Strath shared the views of Cllr Smith. Clir Rogers said a
scheme like this would likely end with all car parks being chargeable and that needs
to be avoided. It was explained that a strategic car park review was underway.

ClIr Lucas though that the idea was sound, but that it just wouldn’t work in Driffield.

Clir F Smith proposed to await the results of the strategic car park review before
taking any further action. This was agreed with 12 in favour and 1 abstention.

To consider a request from the Friends of Driffield Sustainable Park for £200 from
the Small Grant Fund. (enc)

This was agreed with all in favour

To consider a request from the Driffield Childrens outing Fund for a donation
towards their costs (already agreed in the budget at £1500). (enc)

This was agreed with all in favour

To consider a request from the Driffield Recreation Bowls Club for sponsorship of
their annual bowls tournament. (enc)
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Cllr Rogers was in favour of giving this donation but felt we needed to be careful. ClIr
Stack said that he is against giving the money to the same bowls club each year, but
Clir Rogers said that both should be supported if they ask for it.

Clir F Smith was happy to for the sponsorship, but felt we should ask if (ideally), the
Discover Driffield logo could be used.

It was agreed to sponsor the tournament with 12 in favour and 1 abstention.
To consider the use of a “Small Grant Fund Application” form. (enc)

Cllr Watson felt this was a good idea. ClIr Lucas agreed if the form could be amended
by removing the last queries. Cllr Rogers felt that the form would likely put people
off applying for funding.

Clir Blakeston liked the idea from a data capture perspective, but as a small grants
fund it is there solely to benefit the groups within Driffield and would prefer to keep
things as they are with a full written application. ClIr F Smith shared this view.

It was agreed with all in favour to leave the application process as it currently is.

To consider a resolution asking ERYC to a complete a full new traffic plan for
Driffield

Cllr Watson explained this came from a discussion at the Town Centre Steering
Group. This plan was started, the halted, pending a decision on the Aldi
supermarket.

Clir Rogers asked if the ERYC Local Growth team could support and give advice as to
what is happening — specifically, does the scope of strategic plan meeting cover any
elements relating to traffic surveys?

It was agreed to contact the ERYC Local Growth Team for guidance

To consider a resolution to add a defibrillator to Skerne Road

After being approached by a resident who raised the query, Clir Bekker felt there
was a definite need. It was pointed out the amount of industry in the area, along
with the Skate Park and Driffield Youth Action. The current nearest defib machine
being at Screwfix and only available during opening hours.

Clir Rogers suggested that as there was now a defib machine on the front of the
Original Keys, would moving the existing defib machine on Cross Hill be an option as
they were near to each other? The view was shared that as the machine had been
there for some time this was not an option.

It was agreed to use any left over funds from the small grant fund to purchase a
defib machine to fit outside the fence of the Skerne Park depot.

To consider a request for councillors and the remaining 2x members of the tidy

team to undergo LANTRA training to allow them to assist with the marshalling of
events in Driffield
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Clir Rogers informed the council that the steam rally need support for the road run.
The traffic management company no longer want to do so. He feels that as the rally
is such a good thing for Driffield the 2x remaining members of the tidy team should
be booked on the relevant LANTRA course along with any councillors that are willing
to do so. He explained that other parish councils or organisations may also want to
get involved and share the overall training cost. Clir Blakeston agreed that others
may want to get involved with the training which could be beneficial for any other
future events

Clir Rogers felt that this would show goodwill to the show organisers as they
wouldn’t have to lay out money for something that brings in overall benefit for the
town.

Clirs G Lucas, K Stack, M Rogers, S Fletcher, W Strath, M Strath, B Smith, S Starrett, F
Smith, C Bekker, showed interest in the training. Tidy Team members Rob and Dave
would also be asked to attend.

The clerk was asked to arrange the appropriate training and this was agreed with all
in favour.

Highway Matters

None

Spellowgate to Cowlam Road, letters ERYC

Cllr Rogers was frustrated that his investigation at ERYC showed that no letters had
been sent from the Town Council office with regards to the road issues along
Spellowgate. The office made it clear that communication to ERYC had been made
through all channels available including calls, emails, and the preferred ERYC online
system. This was evidenced up by the relevant dates.

Clir Rogers felt that the road was still in a very poor condition and that we need to
keep writing to highlight this.

Paula — we have written

Clir Blakeston informed the council that to try and help the ERYC ClIr Anne Handley
set up ward cluster meetings. The idea being to allow issues to be put forward. One
such issue raised at these meetings was the lack of communication from ERYC

including from highways which are in “managed decline”.

A further new initiative to improve communication from ERYC — Open Door - has
also been launched and is improving matters.

Clir Blakeston reminded the council that they needed to be mindful over how little
of the road was actually in the Driffield parish.
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ClIr F Smith said that we needed to invite the Cllr Handley down for a visit along with
the portfolio holder and CC the other affected parishes in to any final arrangement
to see if they would like to be involved.

Temporary closure of meeting for public discussion and comment

Clir Blakeston proposed to suspend Standing Orders to allow the meeting to
continue. This was agreed with all in favour.

Adoption of the Events Committee Minutes 12 March 2024

These were presented for adoption by Cllr Watson

The minutes were adopted with all in favour

Adoption of the Environment Committee Minutes of 12 March 2024
These were presented for adoption by Cllr Watson

The minutes were adopted with all in favour

Adoption of the Planning Committee Minutes of 12 March 2024
These were presented for adoption by CllIr Lucas

The minutes were adopted with all in favour

Responsible Financial Officers Report

The report was adopted with all in favour

Delegates reports

None

Date of Next Meeting

Tuesday 7 May 2024
The meeting closed at 21.10
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