MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE DRIFFIELD TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY NOVEMBER 7TH 2017 AT 7.30PM IN THE MEETING ROOM, COMMUNITY CENTRE, MILL STREET, DRIFFIELD.

Present:
Councillors P Rounding (Mayor), J Fletcher,  M Blakeston, G Lucas, M Rogers,  T Lee (Deputy Mayor),  S Fletcher, H Venter, C Scarlett, , M Steward, S Starrett, T Watson, J Cooper, T Cooper and the Town Clerk, Mrs Claire Binnington.  

The Chairman gave instruction as to how to leave the building in the event of an emergency. 
Cllr P Rounding welcomed new councillor Tom Watson, who had been elected uncontested to the North Ward in November.  Cllr Watson signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

110/17
Apologies for Absence:


Cllr A Croft, Cllr K Stack
111/17
Declarations of Interest:

Cllr M Blakeston declared a non-pecuniary interest in Minute Number 124/17 as he is a member of the Yorkshire Wold Railway.  
112/17
Registration of Gifts and Hospitality:

There were none. 

113/17
Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations on the Minutes of October 3rd 2017:


 There were none.
114/17
Adoption of the Minutes of October 3rd 2017:


The minutes were adopted with 12 in favour and 2 abstentions. 
115/17
Clerks Update:


The clerk reported on the successful Bonfire and Firework Display and that £9696 had been taken on the gates.  She thanked all the volunteers and the staff for their hard work. 
116/17
To consider a response to the CCG correspondence re the ultra sound and x ray facilities at Alfred Bean Hospital:

Cllr M Steward reported that the dietician and dermatology clinics had been stopped at Alfred Bean Hospital.  It was agreed with all in favour that a letter be written to request information as why these clinics had closed and also to ask more details about what the CCG have actually done to find new radiographers.  
117/17
Update on the Secretary of State and the MIU Consultation referral:

Cllr M Steward said that the referral was still with the Secretary of State. 
118/17
To consider a resolution for DTC to lead on the formation of Community Led Housing Committee to apply for Stage One funding:


Cllr J Cooper said the council’s history was littered with examples of wasted money on potential building projects, including the purchase of Woods (now Lidl), Mortimer’s Mill, the public toilets and the statue in Market Place, she also pointed out that Driffield was not a Quality Council suggesting perhaps that the council would be unable to embark on such a project.  She continued that all the brown field sites in the town were contaminated and would require cleansing and that the council was not a business and should not be empire building. She said it was not down to DTC to build houses, but that ERYC should be doing it and that the ratepayers of the town would not want to see their money spent on such projects as it would require huge sums. Cllr Cooper asserted that the £4000 available at Stage One funding would have to be paid back. 

Cllr M Blakeston assured Cllr J Cooper that the council would not be delivering the housing but simply facilitating the formation of working group or committee made up of interested local individuals and chaired initially, for practical purposes, by a town councillor.  When and if the committee was formed then it would apply for the £4000 grant in order to embark on a feasibility study.  Cllr M Blakeston said the £4000 did not have to be paid back. The feasibility study would identify if there was a need for affordable housing in Driffield and also exactly what type.  Any further stages would be then fulfilled by this wholly independent committee in conjunction with professionals and developers.  Cllr T Lee emphasised that the council would simply be facilitating the very initial stages of this possible project. Cllr P Rounding commented that this was a real opportunity for the council to ‘get things moving’.  Cllr M Rogers said that in Cllr Blakeston we had a passionate advocate of the project who wished to move it forward.  


It was proposed by Cllr M Blakeston and seconded by Cllr M Rogers that the council work towards forming an independent working group/committee, chaired by a town councillor and initially administered by the council staff  and that the first stage of funding be applied for.  Cllr J Cooper asked for a recorded vote.  The motion was agreed with Cllr M Rogers, M Blakeston, C Scarlett, S Fletcher, T Lee, G Lucas, J Fletcher, T Watson, P Rounding and S Starrett in favour and Cllrs J Cooper, T Cooper, H Venter and M Steward against. 
119/17
Risk Assessment and Method Statement – Christmas Festival:


It was agreed with all in favour.

120/17
To consider illegal flyposting:
Cllr J Fletcher commented on the many posters left around town promoting circuses, wrestling and other events that are often left for months.  The clerk is going to speak to Street Scene about this.  
121/17
To consider the donation to Driffield Twilight Bus:

It was agreed with all in favour that £200 be donated to the Twilight Bus.
122/17
Small Grant Applications:

(a) Double Six Dominos Club:  It was agreed with all in favour that £100 be donated.

(b) Friends of Driffield Beck:  It was agreed with all in favour that £100 worth of requested equipment be purchased for the group and also that they contact Alan Mullinger at East Yorkshire Chalk Rivers Trust before embarking on any beck clearing. 

123/17
Adoption of the Planning (17th November) & CCTV (26th November) Minutes:

Cllr G Lucas presented the Planning Minutes and they were agreed with all in favour.

Cllr P Rounding presented the CCTV Minutes and they were agreed with all in favour. 

124/17
To consider a letter of support for Yorkshire Wold Railway for their funding bids:


This was agreed with all in favour and Cllr T Cooper asked that the wording be ‘support in principle’ so as to ensure it was clear the council would not be donated monies themselves. 

125/17
Highways: 
Cllr S Starrett asked if anything could be done to ensure drivers reduced their speed when going round the corner at Beverley Road adjacent to the station in the light of several accidents where residents at Swiss Cottage have had their vehicles damaged due to crashes.  The clerk to contact highways to request the 20 mph limit be extended.

Cllr M Steward asked for the yellow lines to be repainted outside Tesco.

Cllr P Rounding asked that the Exchange Street traffic light sequencing be checked again by ERYC as there were now long traffic jams building up in town. 
126/17
Responsible Financial Officers Report:

The enclosed report was agreed with all in favour.
127/17
Correspondence:



ERNLLCA Newsletter


ERYC Anti Social Behaviour Newsletter

Letter of thanks from Shirley Franklin and Driffield in Bloom re:  attendance at the Children’s Remembrance Service 

128/17
Temporary closure of meeting for Post Council Public Review:

There was none.  
129/17
Meeting re-opens.



There was none.
130/17
Delegates Reports:

There were none. 
131/17
Date of Next Meeting:



Tuesday 5th December 2017


The meeting closed at 8.30pm.

Signed:  ……………………………………………….  
Date:  ……………………………………………………
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