MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE DRIFFIELD TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 5TH 2017 AT 7.00PM IN THE MEETING ROOM, COMMUNITY CENTRE, MILL STREET, DRIFFIELD.

Present:
Councillors P Rounding (Mayor), J Fletcher,  M Blakeston, G Lucas, M Rogers,  T Lee (Deputy Mayor),  S Fletcher, A Croft, H Venter, C Scarlett, J Cooper, T Cooper, M Steward, K Stack, S Starrett and the Town Clerk Mrs C. Binnington  

The Chairman gave instruction as to how to leave the building in the event of an emergency. 
Matt Lewer from ERYC came to talk to the council about Community Led Housing. This very interesting subject will be discussed fully by the town council at a later date.  The Mayor thanked Mr Lewer for attending. 
68/17

Apologies for Absence:


There were none.

Cllr P Rounding announced that Cllr Stephen Poessl had resigned after 23 years of service to the council.  A letter of thanks will be sent to Mr Poessl. 

69/17
Declarations of Interest:


There were none. 
70/17

Registration of Gifts and Hospitality:


There were none. 
71/17
Questions, Matters of Accuracy and Observations on the Minutes of July 4th 2017:


Cllr A Croft was added to those present as her name was omitted.  

Cllr P Rounding commented that the traffic lights at Cllr J Fletcher’s request had been altered and were now causing grid lock.  Cllr Fletcher pointed out that no one had been killed. 
72/17
Adoption of the Minutes of July 4th 2017:


The minutes were adopted with all in favour.  

73/17
Clerks Update:


ERNLLCA AGM:  Cllrs J Fletcher, J Cooper, T Cooper, M Steward and H Venter confirmed they would attend.  Cllr M Rogers was to let the clerk know asap.  
74/17
To consider the town signs and event advertising:

It was agreed with all in favour that groups and organisations wishing to advertise on the town signs would have to produce approved signs that enhance the area and have prior approval by the clerk.  
75/17
To consider any items for the next ERNLLCA District Committee Meeting:

It was agreed with all in favour that DTC delegates take the issue of Community Led Housing to the next meeting to see if any other councils have become involved.  
76/17
To consider the civic budget:


Cllr P Rounding explained that he had attended a civic dinner at Beverley with over 120 guests, including local people and civic dignitaries and that  it was frustrating that the Driffield Town Council’s civic budget was extremely restrictive and he suggested that the amount should be reviewed so that Driffield could also host similar events to showcase and promote the town. 

Cllr M Rogers agreed stating that the budget was miniscule and that Mayor’s struggled to organise civic events of any note.  He also asserted that councillors gave their time voluntarily and that in these instances should not have to pay to attend their own civic events. Cllr J Cooper commented that when she had been Mayor she had invited everyone from every organisation in the town and provided a nice buffet at her civic service, she believed there was plenty of money in the pot.  Cllr J Fletcher said she had mixed feelings, she believed councillors should pay and that Mayors from just the immediate region should be invited. Cllr A Croft said she thought acknowledging ‘local heroes’ was an excellent idea and that there should be an increase in the civic budget.  Cllr M Blakeston said that he had been to some civic events that he felt were perhaps a little too extravagant and commented that Hedon town mayors had to raise funds themselves to stage civic events. 

It was agreed with all in favour that the civic budget be reviewed at the Budget setting meetings in November/December. 

77/17
Update on Driffield MIU:


The clerk reported that she had received acknowledgement of her letter from Lord Ribeiro’s office at the Independent Reconfiguration Panel, however they confirmed that they have received as yet no commission from the Secretary of State for advice on the issue.  The clerk informed council that both Sir Greg Knight and Graham Stewart had been in meetings with Jeremy Hunt to discuss the issue of the MIU in the East Riding some weeks ago. 

It was reiterated that people should go straight to the MIU at Alfred Bean and not ring first as they will be redirected.  The clerk was asked to write to the surgeries in town to ensure they were always referring patients to the clinics and MIU at Alfred Bean.

78/17
Code of Conduct Training:
Cllrs M Steward, T Cooper, S Starrett, G Lucas, S Fletcher, C Scarlett, J Cooper, H Venter, A Croft, T Lee and P Rounding confirmed they would attend the Code of Conduct training at Cass Hall on October 30th.  
79/17
CCTV Upgrade donation from Horace Taylor Trust:

The clerk reported that a grant of £3500 had been received from the Horace Taylor Trust and this now meant that the full upgrade on the CCTV system could be implemented.  She said that VSS were currently installing the new cameras and said the quality was a vast improvement.  Cllr P Rounding said all councillors would be invited to see the new system when it was completed. It was agreed with all in favour that a letter of thanks be sent to the Trustees. 
80/17
To consider ERYC Adult Safeguarding:


It was agreed to invite officers to attend a future town council meeting to inform councillors about the measures being put in place for adult safeguarding within the town.  
81/17
Driffield Community Radio:


The clerk informed the council that applications were being made to OFCOM for a licence to create a Driffield community radio station.  The council were supportive of this initiative.
82/17
Highways: 
Cllr J Fletcher said the road surface at the Bridlington Road roundabout towards Nafferton was in need of attention. 
Road markings at Wansford Road/Anderson Street junction were now very badly faded and required repainting.

Patchwork by Yorkshire Water adjacent to Middle Street South/Lockwood Street junction should be monitored. 

83/17

Responsible Financial Officers Report:



The enclosed report was agreed with all in favour.
84/17

Correspondence:



Driffield Bowls Festival – letter of thanks for donation


Driffield Navigation Trust – letter of thanks for donation and event assistance



RBL – invitation to Remembrance Service



Driffield in Bloom – invitation to Children’s Remembrance Service 

85/17

Temporary closure of meeting for Post Council Public Review:

Cllr M Rogers asked for policing to be placed on the next town council agenda and for someone ‘high up’ to be invited to attend a council meeting as the town was akin to the ‘Wild West’ currently and there seemed to be no police around at all.  
86/17

Meeting re-opens.



There was none.
87/17

Delegates Reports:



CCMC:  Cllr P Rounding reported on the meeting.
88/17

Date of Next Meeting:



Tuesday October 3rd 2017


The meeting closed at 8.40pm.

Signed:  ……………………………………………….  
Date:  ……………………………………………………
37
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